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ADDRESS. 

W E have met to-day for the purpose of opening this 
, Institution ; and it is my intention to explain to you 

the objects for which it bas been founded. 
These objects are most important. 
The first relates to the immediate comfort and be

nefit of all the inhabitants of this village ; 
The second, to the welfare and advantage of the 

l'leighbourhood i 
The third, to extensive ameliorations throughout the 

British Dominions ; 
And the last, to the gradual improvement of every 

nation in the world. 
I will briefly explain how this Institution is to con

tribute towards _producing these effects. 
Long before I came to reside among you, it had 

been my chief study tb discover the extent; causes, and 
remedy, of the inconveniences and miseries which were 
perpetually recurring to every class in society. 

The history of man informed me, that innumerable 
attempts had been made through every age to lessen 
these evils; and èxperience convinced me that the pre- . 
~ent generation, stimulated by an accession of know
ledge derived from past times, was eagerly engaged in 
the same pursuit. My mind at a very early period took 
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a similar direction; and I became ardently desirous of 

investigating to its source a subject which invol.ved the 

happiness of every human being. 

It soon appeared to me, that the only path to know

ledge on this subject had been neglected ; that one 

. leading in an op.posite direction had alone been fol

lowed; that while causes existed to compel mankind.to 

pursue su ch direction, it was· id le to expect any success

ful result: and experience proves how vain their pur

suit bas been. 

Id this inquiry, men havé hitherto been directed by 

their inventive facùlties, and have almost entire!y dis- . 

regarded the only guide that can lead to true know

ledge on any subject-experience. They have been 

governed, in the most important concerns of life, by 

rnere il~usibns of the imagination, in direct opposition 

to existing facts. llaving satisfied myself beyônd 

doubt with regard to this fundamental error; having 

traced the ignorance and misery which it bas inflicted 

on man, by a calm and patient investigation of the 

causes which. have continued this evil, without any in

termission, frurrt one generation to another; and hav

ing also rnaturely reflected on the obstacles to be over

come before a new direction could be given to the hu

man mind :-I was induced to form the resolution of 

<levoting my life t~ relieve mankind from tbis mental 
disease, and a1l its miseries. 

It ,,.;-as evici"ent tome that the evil was universal; tbat 

in·practice none wcre in the right path-no, not one;-

and th~tin order to remedythe evil a different ~me must 
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te pursued. That the whole man must be re-formed 

on· fondamental principles, the very reverse of those in 

which he had hitherto been trained; in short, that the 

minds of all men must be born again, and their know

ledge and practice commence on a new foundati~n. 

S_atisfied of the futility of the existing modes of in-

struction, of the errors of the existing modes of go-

vernment, I /was well convinced that none of . them· 

could ever effect the ends intended, but were on the 

coütrary only calculated to defeat all the objects which· 

humaninstruct6rs andgovernorshad proposerl toattain. 

I fourid, on such a patient consideration of the su_b,,. 

jec't as its importance demanded, that to reiterate pré.,. 

cêpt upon precept, however excellent in theory, while 

no decisive measures were adopted to place mankind 

. under circumstances in which it might be possible to 

put those precepts in practice, was but a waste of time.· 

I therefore detennined to form arrangements prepara~ · 

tory'to the introduction of truths, the knowledge of 
which should dissipate the errors ar:id evils of all the 

existing political and religious systems. 

Be not alarmed at the magnitude of the attempt 

which this declaration opens tO' your view. Each change, 

as it occurs, will establish a substaotial and permanent 

good, unattended by any counteracting evil ; nor can 

. the mind of man, formed on the old system, longer 

interpose obstacles capable uf retarding the µrogress 

of those truths which I am about to unfold tu you. The 

futile attempts which ignorance may for a short time 

oppm;e to them~ wiU be found to accelerate their Îfü 

, 



8 

troduction ; as ,soon as they shall be comprehended 

il1 all their bearings, ~very one will b~ compelled to 

acknowledge them, to see their benefits in practice to 

.himself and to each of his fellow-creatures : for, by 

this system, ·none, no not'one, wiil be injured. It is a 
delightful thought, an animating reflection, a stimulus 

to the steady prosecution of my purpose, beyond, nay 

far beyond, all that riches, and honour, and praise can 

bestow, to be conscious of the possibility of ueing in

strumental in introducing a practical system into so

ciety, the comp1ete establishment of which shall give 

happiness to every human being through al! succeeding 

generations._ And such I declare was the sole motive 

that gave rise to this Institution, and to all my pro .. 

ceedings here . . 

To effect a~1y permanently beneficial change in so~ 
ciety, I founci it was far more necessary to act than 

to spealc. I tried the effect of the new, principl~s on a 

limited scale in the southern part of the Island. The 

result exceeded my most sanguine anticipations; and 

I became anxious for a more enlarged field of action. 

I saw New Lanark: it, possessed rnany of the local 

circumstances proper for my purpose ; and this esta ... 

blishment became at my disposal. This event, as many 

of you may recollect, occun:ed upwards of sixteen years 

agq. Sixteen years of action is nota short period :· ex.., 

tynsirn changes are the result. Y ou have been wit

nesses of my proceedings here, from the time I under

took the direction of the establishment to the present 

hOtff, I PQ'Y Çtsk? and l will thank you to make dth~r 
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a public or a · privâte reply,-have any of you disco .. 

vered even one of my measures that was not clearly and 

decisively intended to benefit the whole population?

But I am satisfied that you are all now convinced of 

this truth.- You also know some of the obstacles which 

were opposed to my progress: but you know nota tithe 

of them. Y et, after all, these obstacles have been few, 

compared with those which I expected and was pre

_pared to meet; and w hi ch 1 trust I should have overc.ome. 

When I examined the circumstances under which 

I found you, they appeared to me to be very similar to 

those of other manufacturing districts; except wüb re

gard to the boarding-house, which tontained the young 

cbildren who were procured from the public charities 

of the country. That pa1:t of the establishment was 

under an admirable arrangement, and was a strong in ... 

. dication of the genuine and extensive benevolence of 

the revered and truly good mitn * who founded these 

works and this "village. His wishes and intentions 

towards you all were those of a father towards his 

children.- Y ou kne'v him and his worth; and his 

rnemory must be_ deeply engraven upon your hearts. 

Little indeed could he be consdous, when he laid the 

first stone of thi~ establishment, that he was corn .. 

inencing a \vork, from whence not only the ameliora .. 

tion of his suffering country1~en should proceed,- but 

. the means of bappiness be developed to evefy nation 
jn the world. . 

111 îhe late David D~le of Glasgow. 



10 

I ·have stated that I found the population of this 

place similar to that of other manufacturing districts. 

It was, with someexceptions, existing in poverty,crime, 

and misery; and strongly prejudiced, as most people 

are at first, against any change that might be propo .. 

sed. The usual mode of proceeding, on th~ princi

ples which have hitherto governed the conduct of men, 

would have been to punish those who committed the 

crimes, and to be highly displeased with every one who 

opposed the alteration.s that were intended for bis be

nefit: The principles, however·, upon which the new 

system is founded, lead to a very different conduct. 

They make it evident, that when men are in poverty; 

when they commit crimes or actions injurious to them

selves and others; and when they are in a state of 

wretc~edness; there must be substantial causes for _ 
these lamentable effects ; and that ins.tead of punish

ing, or being angry with, our fellow-men, because they' 

have been .snbjected to such a miserable existence, we 

ought to pity and commiserate them; patiently to 

trace the causes whence the evils proce~d, and endea ... 

vour to discover .whether they may not be removed. 

This was the course which I adoptecl. I sought not 

the punishment ·of any delinquent, nor ·felt anger at 
your conduct in opposition to your own good ; and, 

when apparently stem and decisive, I was not ac-

. tuated by a single feeling of irritation against any in- · 

dividual. I dispassionately investigated- the ·source 

-of the evils with which I saw you affiicted. The im

media.te causes of them were soon obvious ; nor were 
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the remote ones, or the causes of those causes, long 

-hid from me. 
I found that those which principally. produced your 

misery, were practices you had been permitted to ac

quire :-of falsehood, of theft, of drunkenness, of in

justice in your transactions, want of charity for the 
opinions of others; mistaken notions in which you had 

been instructed, as to the superiority of your religious 

opinions ; tbat these were calculated to produce more 
happiness than any of the opinions · impressed on the 

minds of an infinitely more numerous part of mankind. 

I fou~d also that these causes were but the effects· of 

others; and that those others might all be traced to 

the ignorance in which our forefathers existed, and in 

which we ourselves have continued to this day. 

But from this day a change must take viace; a new 

era must commence; the human intellect, through the 

whole extent of the earth, hitherto enveloped by the 

grossest ignorance and superstition, must begin to be 

released from its state of darkness; nor shall nourish

ment henceforth be given to the seeds of disunion and 

division among men. For the time is corne ·when the 

rneans may be prepared to train ail the nations of the 

world,-men of every colour and climate, of the most 

<liversified habits,-in .that knowledge which shall im

pel them not only to love but to be aetively kind to 

each other in the whole of their condact, without a 

single excep.tion. I speak not an unmeaningjargon of 

word·s, but that which I know-that which bas been 

.derived from a cool and dispassionate examina ~i on 
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and comparison, during a quarter of a century, of the 

facts which exist around us. And, however averse 

men may be to resign their early taught prejudices, I 
pledge myself to prove, to ·the en tire satisfaction of the 

world, the truth of all that I have stated, and all that 
I mean to state. Nay, such is my confidence in the 

truth of the principles on which the system I am about 
to introduce is founded, that I hesitate not to âssert 

their power heartily to incline all men to say "Thii 
system is assuredly true, and therefore eminently cal
culated . to realise those invaluable preceps of the Go~ 

spel-universal charity, good-will, and peace among 

men. Hitherto we must have been trained in error; 

and we hail it as the harbinger of that period, when 

our swords shall be turned into plough-shares, and our 

spears into pruning-hooks; when universal love and 

benevolence shall prevail; when there shall be but one 

language and one nation; and when fear of want or 

of any evil among men shall be known no more." 

Acting, although unknown to you, uniformly and 

steadily upon this system, my attention was ever di

rected to remove, as I could prepare means for · their 

removal, such of the immediate causes as were per

petually creating misery amongst you ; and which if 

permitted to remain would to this day have con
-tinued to create misery. I therefore withdre\v the 

most prominent incitements to falsehood, theft, drunk

enness, and other pernicious habits with which rnany 

of you were then familiar : and in their stead I intro

d11œd other·causes, which were intended to produc~ 

1 -



better external habits;. and better external habits have 
been produced. I say better e:rternal habits; for to 

these alone have my proceedings hitherto been inten~

ed to apply. What has yet been done I consider ai 

merely preparatory. 

This Institution, when all its parts shall be com

pleted, is intended to produce permanently beneficial 

effects; and instead of longer applying temporary ex

pedients for correcting some of your most prominent 

_ externaf habits, to effect a complete and thorough irn
provement in. the internat as well_ as e:rternal charac

ter of the whole village. For this purpose tpe Insti

tution has bee_n devised to afford the means of re

ceiving your children at an early age, as soon almost 

as they can walk. By tl1is means, many of you, 

mothers of families, will be enabled to earn a better 

maintenance or support for your children ; you will 

have less care and ~nxiety about them; while the chiI
dren will be prevented from acquiring any bad habits 

and gradually prepared to learn the best~ 

The middle room of the story below will be appro

priated to their accommodation; and in this, their chief 

occupation will be to play and amuse themselve~ in 

severe weather: at other times they will be permitted 

to -0ccupy the inclosed area before the building; for, 

to gi ve children a vigorous constitution , they ought to 
be kept as muchas possible in the open air. As they 

advance in years they will be taken into the rooms pn 

the right and left, wlrere they will be regularly in

slructed in the rudiments of common learn~1Jg; which, 
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bcfore they shall be six years old, they may be taught 
in a superior manner. These stages m&y be called the . 

I st and 2d preparatory schools ; and when your çhil

dren shall have passed through them, they. will be ad

mitted into this place *, which with the adjoining 
apartment is to be the general school-room for reading, 

writing, arithmetic, sewing, and knitting; all which, on 

the plan to be pursued, will be accomplished to a con

siderable extent by the time the childre1~ are ten years 

old ; before which age none of them will _be permitted 
to ·enter the works. For the b.enefit of the health and 
spirits of the children, both boys and girls will be taught 

to dance, and the boys will b_e instructed in military 

exercises; those of each sex who may have good voices 

will be taught to sing, and those arnong the boys who 

havé a taste for music will be taught to play upon some 

instrument; for it is intended to give them as rnuch 

diversified innocent amusement as the local circum
itances of the establishment will admit, 

The rooms to the east and west on the story below 

will also be appropriated in bad weather for relaxation 

and exercise during some part of the day, to the chil· 

dren who, in the regular hours of teaching, are to be 
'insti;ucted in these appartments. 

In this manner is the Institution to be occupied 

during the day in winter. In summer it is 'ïntended 

that they shall derive knowledge from a personal ex

~mination of the works of natur~ and of art, by going 

• This room is fitted up to serve also as a Chape!. 
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out frequently with some of their masters · into the 

neiD"hbourhood and country around. 
~ . 
After the instruction of the children who are too 

young to attend the works shall have been finished for 

the day, the apartments shall be cleaned, ventilated, 

and in winter lighted and heated, and in all respects 
made comfortable, for the reception of other classes 

of the population. The apartments on this floot are 

then to be appropriated for the us~ of the children and 
youth of both sexes who have been employed at work 

during the day, and who may wish still further to im
prove themsel ves in reading, writing, arithmetic, sew

ing, or knitting; or to learn any of the useful arts; to 

instruct them in which, proper masters and mistresses 

who are appointed will attend for two hours every even .. 

in~. The three lower rooms, which in winter will also 

' be well lighted and properly heated, will be thrown 

open for the use of the adult part of the population, 

who are to be provided with every accommodation re
quisite to enable them to read, write, account, sew, or 

play, converse, or walk about. But strict order and 

attention to the happiness of every one of the party 

will be enforced, w1til such habits shall be acquired ~s 

will render any formal restriction unnecessary ; and 

the measures thus adopted will soon remove such ne

cessity. Two eveniogs in the week will ' be appro

priated to dancing and music: but on these occasions 

every accommodation will be prepared for those who 

pr~fer -to study or follow any of the occupations pur ~ 

tmed on .the other evenings. One of. the apa.rtments 
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1 Will also be ocëasionâlly appropriated for the pürpose 

of gi ving useful in?tructioù · to the olâer class ·of the in-
habitants. ..For, -believe me, · ?JY friends, . you are yet 

very deficient with regard to the best modes of train-. 

ing your children, or of arranging your domestic con .. · 
cerns; as well as in that wisdom which is requisite to 

direct your conduct towards each other, so a~ to enable 

you to become great1y more happy than you have ever 
yet been. There will be no diffi.culty in teaching you 
what is right and proper; your own interests will af

ford ample stimulus for that purpose; but the real and 

only difficulty will be to unlearn those pernicious habits 

and sentiments which an infinite variety of causes,. ex• 

isting through all past ages, have co~1bined to imprèss 

upon your minds and bodies, so as to make you ima

gine that they are inseparable from your natur~. It 

sha1l, however, ere long be proved to you, that in this 

respec.t as well as . in man y others, you and all mankind 
are .mistaken. Y et, think not from what I have said 

that 1 mean to infringe, even in the most slight degree, 

on the liherty of private judgement or religions opi

nions. No ! They have hitherto. been unrestrained ; 

· and the most ~ffectual measures have . been adopted 
by all the pll;rties interested in the concern, to secure 

to you these rnost invaluable privileges. And here 1 

how puulicly declare (and while 1 make the declara

tion î wish my voice could ex tend to the ear, and m~ke 

its ~ue impression on the mind, of every one of our fel
low~creatures ), "That the individual who first placed 

testraint on private judgem.ent and religiou~ opinion! 
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was the author of hypocrisy, and the origin oî innu

merable evils whîch mankind through every past age 
have experienced." The right, however, of private 

judgement and of real religious liberty is no where yet 

enjoyed. I t is not possessed by any nation in the world; 

and thence the unnecessary ignorance as well as end

less misery of all. Nor can this right be enjoyed until 

the principle whence opinions originate be universally 

known and acknowledged. 
The chief object of my existence will be to make 

this knowledge universal, and thence to bring the right 
of private- judgement into· general practice; to show 

the infinitely beneficial consequences that will result to 
mankind from its adoption.~ To effect this important 

purpose is a part, and an essential part, of that system 

which is about to be introduced. 

I proc~ed to show how the Institution is to contribute 

to the welfare and advantage of this neighbôurhood. 

It will be readily admitted, that a population, trained 

in regular habits of temperance, industry, and sobriety; 

of germine charity foi· the opinions of all rnankind, 

founded on the only knowledge that can implant true 

charity in the hreast of any human being; trained also 

in a sincerc riesire to do good to the utmost of. their 

power and 'without any exception, to every one of their 

fellow - creatm~es; cannot,even bytheirexamplealone, do 

otherwise th an materiallvincreasethewelfareand ad van-
,/ 

tagesof the neighbourhood in which such a population 

may besituated. Tofeel thedueweightof thisconsider

ation, · only imagine to yourselves 2 or 3000 buman 
B 
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beings traii~ed in habits ot licentiousness, and aHowed 
1 

to remain in gross ignorance. How rnuch, in such a 
case, would' not the pe.ace, quiet, comfort, and happi
ness of the neighbourhood be destroyed ! But there is 
not any thing I have done, or that I purpose to do, 
which 1s not intended to benefit my fellow-creatures to . 
the greatest ((Xtent that my operations can embrace. 
I wish to benefit all equally; but circumstance~ limit 
my present measures for the public good within a nar
·row circle. I must begin to act at some point ; and 
a: combination of singular events bas fixed that point 
at this establishment. The first and greatest advan
tages will therefore centre here. But, in unison with 
the principle just stated, it has ever been my intention, 
that as this Institution, .whencompletéd,. will accommo

date more than the children of patents resident at thè 
village, any .persons living at Lariark, or in the neigh-

. bourhood any where around, who , can~ot well afford 
to educate their children, shall b~ at liberty, on men
tioning their wishes, to send them to this place, whei-e 
they will experience the same care and attention as 
those' who belong to the establishment. Nor will there 
be anv distinction made between the children of those 

ol 

parents who are deeme<l the worst, and of those who 
may be esteemed the best, members of society : rather, 
indeed, would r prefer to receive the offspring of the 
worst, if they shall be sent at an early age; because 
théy really require more of our care and pity; and, by 
well training these, society will be more essentially 
benefited thah if the like attention wei·e paid to thosè 
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whose pa~ents are educating them in cornparatively 
good habits. The system now preparing, and which_ 

will ultimately be brought into full practice, is to ef
fect a complete change in all our sentiments and con
duct towards those poor miserable creatures, whom the 

errqrs of p~st times have denominated the bad, the 
worthless, and the wicked. A more enlarged and bet

ter knowledge of human nature will make i~ evident, 
that, i~ strict justice, those who apply these terms to ,. 
their fellow-men are n_ot ·only the most ignorant, but 

are themsel ves the immediate causes of more misery 

in the world than those whom they call the outcasts 

of society. They are therefore, correctly speaking, the 
most wicked ~nd worthless; and were they not grossi y 
deceived, and rendered blind from i.nfancy, they would 

become conscious of the lamentably extensive evils, 

which, by their well intended but most mistaken con

duct, they have, during so long a period, inflicted on· 
their fello~-men. But the veil of dél:.rkness must be 

removed from their eyes; their erroneous p~oceedings 
must be made so palpable that they shall thenceforth 
reject them "Yith horr~d Y es! they will reject with 
horror even those notions which hitherto they have 

from . infancy been taught to value beyond price. 

To that. which follows I wish to direct the attention 
of all your faculties~ I am about to declare to you the 
cause and the cure of that which is called wickedness 

in your fello~v-men. As we proceed, instead of your 
feelings being aroused to hate and to pursue. them to 
punishment, you will be compelled to pity them; to ,, 

B2 
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commiserate their condition; nay, to love them, and 

to be convinced that to this dày they have been treated 

unkindly, unjustly, and with the greatest cruelty. ·It 

is indeed higb time, my friends, . that our conduct-that 

the conduct of all mankind, in this respect, should be 

the very reverse of what it has been; and of this truth, 

new as it may and must appear to many of you, you 

shall, as 1 proceed, be satisfied to the m?st complete 

conviction. 
That, then, which has beeri hitherto called wicked-. 

ness in our fellow-men, has proceeded from one of 

two distir~ct causes, or from some combination of 

those causes. They are what is termed bad or 

wicked, 

lst, Because they are born with faculties and pro

pensities which render them more liable,underthe same 

circumstances, than other men, to commit such actions 

as are usually denominated wiéked; or 

· 2d, Because they have been placed by birth or other 

events in particular countries,_:_have been infiuenced 

from infancy by parents, playmates, and others, and 

have been · surrounded by those circumstances which 

gr~dually and necessarily trained them in ihe habits 

arid sentiments called wicked; or 

~d,. They havé become wicked in consequence of 

some particular combination of these causes. 

Let us now examine these separately, and endea-. 

vour to discover whether any, and which of them, have 

originated with the individuals; and of course, for 

which of them ~ they ought t(). oo treated bytheir füllow-
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men in the manner those denominated the wicked have 

to tbis day been treated. · 
Y ou have not, I trust, been rendered so completely 

insane by the ignorance of our forefathers, as to ima
gine that the poor helpless infant, devoid of under- · 

standing, made itself, or any one_ of its bodily or mental 
faculties, or qualities: but whateyer you may have been 
taught, it is a fact that every infant bas r~ceived all its ·· 
faculties and qualities, bodily Ç!nd mental, from a power 
and a cause, over which the infant had not th.e shadow 
of control. Shall it ihen be unkindly treated, and, 
when grown up, shall it be p.unished with Ioss of liberty 
or Iife, because a power, over which it had no control 

whatever, formed it in the womb with facuHies and 
qualities different from those of its fellows? Has the· 

infant any means of deciding who, or of what descrip
tion shall be its parents, its playmates, or those from 
whom it sball derive its habits and its sentiments? Has 

it the power to determine for itself whether it shall first 
see light whhin the circle of Christendom : or, whether 

it shall be so placed as inevitably to become a disciple 
of Moses, of Confucius, of Mahomet, a worshipper of 

the great idol J uggernaut, or a savage and a cannibal ? 
If then, my friends, not even one of these great lead

Jng and overwhelming circumstances can be in the 
smallest degree under the control of the infant, is there 
a being in existence possessing any daim even to the 
lowest degree o.f rationality, who will maintain, that 

,any indivi~ual formed and placed under such circum

. s t~n~es ought to be punished, or in any .respect un-



22 

'kindly treated? When men shall be in some degree 

relieved from the mental malady with which they have 
been so long affiicted, and sound judgement shall take 
'place of wild and senséless imagination; th en, theunited 

voice of mankind shall say No! And they wili be 
astonished that a contrary supposl~ion should ever havé 
prevailed. If it should be asked,-.Whence then have 
wickedness and misery proceeded ? I repl y, Solely 

from the ignorance ef our.forifathers ! It is th~s ig
norance, my friends, that bas been, and continues to 
be, the only cause of all the miseries which men have · 

experienced, This is the evil spirit which has had 
tlominion over the world ;-which bas sown the seeds 
of hatred and disunion among all nations ;--which 
has grossly deceived mankind, by introducing notions 

'the most ab~urd and unaccountable respecting faith 
and belief; notions by whiéh it has effectually placed . 

. a seal on all the rational faculties of man ;-by which 

numberless evil passions are hourl y engendered ;-by 
which all men, in the most senseless manner, are not 

only made enemies to eaci1 other, b'ut enemies to their 
own happiness ! W hile tbis ignorance of our fore
fathers continues to abuse the world u.nder any name 

·whatever, it is neither more nor less than a species of 
madness-rank insanity~to imagine that we can eyer 
become in practice good, wise, or happy. 

Were it not indeed for the positive ~vils whid~ pro- , 
ceed from these senseless notions, they ar~ too <\hsurd 
.to admit of a serious refutation '; nor WO\lld any refu-:: 

. tation be necessary, if they did not from infancy ~e .. 
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5troy the reasoning faculties ·of aII ·men, whether Pa
gans, Jews, Christians, or Mahometans, and render 
them utterly incompetent to draw a just conclusion 
from the numb~rless facts which perpetually present 
,themselves to notice. Do we not learn frorn history, 
that infants thruugh, all past ages have ever been taught 
the language, habits, and sentiments of those by whom 
they have been surrounded? That they had rio means 
whatever of giving to themselves the power to acquire 
;any others? That every generation has thought and 
.acted like preceding generations, with such changes 

only as the events around it, from which e:cperience 

is derived; may kave forced upon it ? And, abovè · all, 
are we not conscious that the experience of every in
dividual now existing is abundantly sufficient, on re

flection, to prove to himself that be has no more power 
or command over his faith and belief than he possesses 

over the winds of heaven-nay, that his constitution 
is so· formed that in eVf;ry instance whatsoever, the 
faith or belief which he possesses has been given to 
him by causes over which he had no control? 

Experience, my friends, now makes these conclu
sions clear as the sun at noon-day. \Vhy then shall 
we not instantly act upon them? Having discovered ' 
our errpr, why shall we longer affiict our fellow-men 
with the evils which these wild notions have genera
ted? Have they ever been productive of one benefit 
to mankihd? Have they not produced through all 
past ages-are they not at this moment engendering 

. . every conceivable evil to which man in every nation 
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of the world is subjected ? Y es; these alone prevent : 

the introduction of universal charity and good-will · 

among men. These alone prevent t~en from disco

vering the true and only road which C;!ln lead to hap

piness. Dace overcome these obstacles, and the apple · 

of discord will be withdrawn from among us; the 

whole human race may then with the greatest ease be 

trained in one mind; all their efforts may then be united · 

to act for the good of the whole. In short, whep rhese 

great errors shall be removed, all our evil passions Will 
disappear: no ground of anger or displeasure from 
one· human being towards · another will remain ; the 

period of the supposed millennimri will com1!1ence, 
and. universal love prevail. · 

Will it not then tend to the welfare and advantàge 

of thia neighbourhood to introduce into it such a prac- , 

tical system as shall gradually withdraw the causes of 

anger, hatred, discord, and every evil passion; and 

substitute true and genuine principles of universal 

charity and of never-varying kindness ;-of love with;. 

out dissimulation, and of an ever active desire to be

nefit to the full extent of our faculties all our fellow~ 

creatures, whatever may be their sentiments and theit 

habits; wholly regardless whether they be Pagans, 

J~ws, Christians, or Mahometans: for, any thing sh011t 

of this can proceed only from the evil spirit of igno

rance, which is truly the roaring lion going about 
seeking whom he )nay devour. 

W e now proceed to ~he Sd division of the subject, 

which 11as to show that one of the objects of tl~is Jn .. 
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stitution was to effect extensive ameliorations-through· 

out the British dominions. This will be accomplished 

in two ways :-
1 st, By showing to the master-manufacturers an ex

ample in practice, on a scale sufficiently extensive, of 

the mode by which the characters and situation of the 

working manufacturers, whom they employ, may be 

very materially improved; noJ only without injury to 

the masters, but so as to create to them also great 'anq 

substantial advantages. 
And 2dly, By inducing, through this example, the 

British l~gislature · to enact such laws as wili secure 

similar benefits to every part of our population. 

The extent of the benefits which may be produced 

by proper legislative rneasures, few are yet prepared to 
~ 

form any adequate idea of. By legislative measures 

I do n?t mean any party-proceeding whatever. Those 
to which I allude-are,-laws to diminish and ulti

mately prevent the most prominent evils to \v.hich the 

working classes are now subjected,-laws to prevent 

a large part of our fellow-subjects under the manu

facturing system from being oppress~d by a much 

smaller part; to prevent more than one-half of our 

population frorn being trairred i~ gross ignorance, and 

the.ir valuable labour from being most injuriously di

rected,-laws to prevent the same valuable part of 

our population from being-perpetually surrounded 
by temptations which they have not been trained to 

resist, and which compel- them to commit actions 

most hU:rtful to themselves and-_ to society. The pri~- , 

,ejple.s on which these measur~~ are_ to be foundeÀ 
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being once fairly and honestly uriderstood, they will 
be easy of adoption; and the benefüs to be derived 
from them in practice, to every member of , the com

munity, will exceed any calculation that can be made 

by those not well versed in political economy. 

These are some of the extensiv.e ameliorations which 

I trust this Institution will ·be the means of obtaining 

for _our suffering fellow-subjects. 
But, my friends, if what bas been done, what is 

doing, and what is intended to be done here, shoul<l 

procure the benefits which I have imperfectly enume

rated, to this village, to our neighbourhood, and to our 

country only, I should be greatly disappointed; for 

1 feel an ardent desire to benefit all my fellow-men 

equally. I know not any distinction whatever. Po
litical or religious parties .or sects are every where the 

fmitful sources of di:mnion and irritation. My aim is 

therefore to withdrawthe germof all partyfrom society. 

<t_t\s little do I admit of the divisions and distinctions 

created by any imaginary lines which separate nation 

from nation. Will any being, -entitled to the epithet 
, intelligent, say that a mountain, a river, an ocean, or 

any shade of colour or difference of climate, habits or 

sentiments, affords a reason sufficient .to satisfy the in
quiries of even a well-trained child,-why one portion 

of manki11d should be taught to despise, hate,"and de
~troy another? Are these absurd effects of the 

grossest ignorance never to be brought to a termipa

tion ? · Are we still to persevere and encourage the 

_. continuancQ of those . c~uses which must inevitàbly 

make man an enemy- t() qian ?· Are these th_e measures 



27 

calculated 'to -bring about. that promised period when 

the lion shall Ile clown with the lamb, and when unin

terrupted peace shall universally prevail ;-peace, 

.founded on a sincere good-wil1, instille<l from infancy 

into the very constitution of every man, which is the 

·only basis on which universal happiness can ever be 

-established ? 1 look, however, with the utmost confi

dence to the arrivai of such a period; and if proper 

measures shall be adopted, its date is not far distant. 

Wh~t ideas individuals may attach .to the term 

rniliennium r. know not; but I know that sodety may 

be formed &o as to exist without crime, without po

verty, with health greatly improved, with little, if any, 

misery, and with intelligence and happiness increased 

an hundred-fold ; and no obstacle whatsoever inter

venes at this moment except igno;·ance, to prevent such 

a state of society from becoming universal. 

I am aware to the fullest extent what var.i0t,is im

préssions these declarations will make on the diffe- · 

rent religions, political, learned, commercial, . and 

. other circles which compose the population of our 

empire. I know the particular shade of pr~judice 

through which they will be presented to the ~inds of 

each of these. And to none will they appear through 

a denser medium than to the learne.d, who have l;>een 

·taught to suppose thB;t the book of knowledge has 

been exclusively opened to them ; while, in fact, they 

have only wasted their strength in wandering through 

endless mazes of error. They are totally ignorant of 

· humfln n~ture. .J;hey are fulL.vf theories, and have 

not the most di~t~nt conception of what may ~r may 
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·not be accomplished _in practice. ~t is ·true .thcir 
mintls have been, ~ell: S!àred with lariguage,:: iWhÎch 

they can readily U$e:. -f°' puzzle and confound the un• 

letter~d a,nd. inexperienced ~ . But t_o _ those who have 

had art opportunity'of·examining the utmost extentrôf 

their acquirements; and of _observing ho_w far _ the.y 

have been tâught, _and where Jh~ir ~ knowledge termi

nates, the deception vanishes ?"' an.fr the fallacy of the 
foundation on which the superstructurè _of all thefo 

acquirements has been raised, at once beComes- most 

obvio_us. In short, with a few exceptions, their pro~ 

found investigations have been about W<?r<ls only. For 

as the principle which they have been taught, and-on 

which all their subsequent instruction proceeds, is er-

_roneous, soit becomes impossible that they can arrive 

at just conclusions. The learned have ever looked 

for the cause of human sentiments and actions in the 

individual through whom those sentiments and actions 

becorne visible; and hitherto the lcarned have go

verned the -opinions of the world. The individual has 

been praised, blamed; or punished· according to the 

whims and fancies of this class of men; and in con

sequence the earth has been full charged with their 

ever-rnrying absurdities, and with the miseries which 

these absurdities hourly create. Had it not ·been · a 

law of our natt.~.re that any impression, however ridi.-. 

culous and absurd, and however contrary to fa_ct, may 

be given in infancy so as to be tenaciously re~ined 

through life, men could not have passed through the 

-previous ages of the world without discovering the 

gross errors hl which they had been trained. They 
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rable,-and filling the world with horrors of every de

scription. No! they would long since have disco

vered the natural, easy, and ~impie means of giving 

happiness to tl1emselves and to every human being. 

But that law of our nature, which renders it difficult 

to eradicate our , ~ " arly . instruction,. although it ~ill til

timately prove highly beneficial to the human race, 

serves· now ~ but to give permanence to error, and to 

blind our judgements. _For -the present situation ·:of 

alLtbe inhabitants of the earth may be compared r to 

that of one whose eyes have been closel_y bandaged 

froîn ~nfan-cy ; who ·bas afterwards been taught to 

imagine that he -clearly sees the form and colour 6f 

every o,bject around him ~ and who bas .been continu

ally flattered with this notion·, "so as ter compel 1für1m-· 
plicit -belief.in thè supposition, ànd ~ rendér him in1pè.: 
netrable to , everr~ttemP-t that , could be maclé te{ uti

deceive him. -•If such be the present situation of man; 

ho" shalHhe-illusion, under\vhich be exists be 'wifh •. 
drawn-froni his-'lri1t1d r- T.o beingsthus èÎrcumstariceà, . 

what pawers oti ' persuasiou ·can be a pp lied ~, to mà1œ 

them comprebend,1 th<ei1·f. misforturie,' and manifest to 

them the extent of the dârkness -in -which . thev éxist? 
' "' . 

In what language and in. w.hat< .mânnêr shall the . at 

tempt be made?- Wi\l not 'e.'lery such "àttempt ir~itate · 

and increase the maladyuntil means shall be <lev~sed 

to unloose the bandage, and thus effoctually-re~nove 

the cause of this mental blindness? Y our minds have 

been so completely enveloped by this dense covering, 

which has intercepted the· approa~h of ev€t-y'ray o( 
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Hght, that wère an anget·from heavén to desèend artd 

declare your state, you would not; because so Clr

cumstanced you éould not, believe him. 
Causes 'ovèr which I could have no control, re- ' 

moved in my early days the bandage which covered ~ 

my men1al sight. If I have' been enabled to dismwer · 

this blindnési'with which my fellow-rnen are afflicted, 

to trace -th'eir wanderings from the path which they 

were rnost ah:idous to find, and at thé same time to 
perceive that relief could not be administered to them 

by any premature disclosure of their unhappy state; it 

is not from any merit of mine, nor can I ' daim any 

personal consideration whatever for having been my

self relieved from this unhappy situation. But behold

ing such truly pitiable abjects around me, and witness- • 

ing the misery which they hourly experienced from 

falling i~to the dangers and evils by whlch in these 

paths they were on every side surrounded ;-could I 

remain an id le specta_tor? Could_ I tranquilly see my 

fellow-men walking like idiots in every imaginable di
l'ection, except that alone in which the happiness they 

were in search of could be found ? 
No! The causes which fashioned ~e in the womb; 

the cirçurnstances by which I was surrounded from my 

birth, and over which I had no influence 'whatever; 

formed me with far other faculties, habits, and senti

n:i·ents. These gave ~neamind thatcould notrest satisfied 

w~thout trying every possible expedient to relieve my 

fellow1men from their wreiched situation; and formed 
it of such. a texture tha obstacles of the ~ n ost tormi

dable nature served but to increase my ardour, and to 

. \ 
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. fix "vithin me a: settled determination either· to ovët~ · 

corne them or to die in the attempt. 

But the attempt has been made : in my progress 

the most multiplied difficulties, whioh to me at a di

stance seemed almost appalling, anc\ which to others 

appeared absolutely in,surm·ountable, have on their 

nearer approach diminished, until, at length, I have 

lived to see them disappear, like the fleeting clouds of · 

morning, which prove but the harbinger~ :of an ani:- . 

mating and cheering day. 

Hitherto I have not been disappointed in any of 

the expectations which I had formed. The events 

which have yet occurred far exceed my most .sanguinè 

anticipations, and my future course now appears evi

dent and straight forward . . It is nq longer necessary 

that I should silently .and alpne exert myself for your 
benefit and the happiness of mankind. The period is 

afrived when I may call numbers to my aid, and the 

call ,~·ill not be in vain. I well knew the danger 

which would arise from a premature and abrupt at

tempt to tear off the many-folded bandage of ignorance 

which ,kept society in darkness. I have therefore been 

many yèars engaged, in a manner imperceptible to the 

public, in gently ana gradually removing one fold-after 

another of these fatal bands, from the mental eyes 

ôf those who ·have the chief influence in Society. , The 

principles on which the practical system I contempl~te 

is to be founded are now familiar to some of the lead

ing IJlen of all sects and parties in this country, and 

to inàny of thé governing powers in Europe an<l Ame

rica. They have been submitted to the examination of 
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thè. mqst celebrated universities in Rurope. Tl1ey 
havè been subjected to the minute sérutiny of the 
most learned and acute minds formed on the old 
system, and I ain fully satisfied of their inabilîty to 
disprove them. These principles I will shortly state. 

Every society which exists at present, .... as well a5 
every society which history records, bas been formed 
and governed on a belief1n the following notions, as

sumed asfirst prindples. 

lst. That it is i~ the power of every individual to 
form bis own chara~ter. 

Hence the various systems called by the name of 
religion, codes of law, and punishments. Hence also 
th~ angry passions entertained by individuals ·and na
tions towards each other. 

2d. That the affections are at the command of the 
indi~·idual. 

Hence insincerity and degradation of character. 
Hence 'the miseries of domestic life, and more than 
one-half of all the crimes of mankind. 

3d. That it is necessary a large portion of man
kind should exist ï'n ignorance and poverty, in order to 
secure to , the remaining part such a degree of happi
ness as they now enjoy. 

Bence a system of counteraction in the pursuits of 
men, a general opposition among individuals to the 
interests of each other, and the necessary effects . of 
such a system -ignorance, poverty, and vice. 

Facts prove, however, 

1 st. That character is universaJly formed for and 
not by th_e individual. 
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~d. Tha.t any habits and sentiments may be given 
to mankind. 

Sd. That the affections are not under the control of 

the individual. · · 

4th. That every individual may be trained to pro

duce far more than he can consume, while there is a 

sufficicncy of soil left fQr him to cultivate. 

Sth. That iiature has provided means by which 

population may be at all times maintained in the pro
pet state to give th~ greatest happiness to every in

dividual, without one check of vice or misery. 

6th. That any community may be arranged on a due 

combination of the foregoing principles, in such a man

ner as not only to withdraw vice, poverty, and in ·a 

great degree misery, from the ,vorld, but aÎso to place 

every individual under circum~tances in which he shaU 

enjoy more permanent happiness than can be given to 

any individual under the principles which have hitherto 

regulated society. 

7th. That all the assumed fondamental principles on 

which society has hitherto been founded are erroneous, 

and rnay be demonstrated to be contrary to fact 

And last. That the change which would follow the 

abanrlonment of those erroneous maxims which bring 

misery into the world, and the adoption of principles 

of truth, unfolding a system which shall remove and 

for ever exclude that. misery, may be effected without 

the slightest injury to any human being. 

Here is the gro~nd-work. These are the data on 

which socie.ty shall ere long be re-arranged; and for 

c 
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that it will be for the immediate and future interest of 
every one to lend ~is most active assistance gradually 
to reform soeiety on this basis. I say gradually, for 
in that word 'the most important considerations are in
voJved. Any sudden and coercive atte~pt which may, 
be made to remove even misery from men, will prove 

iajurious rather than beneficial. Th_eir minds must be 
gradually prepared by an essential alteration of the 
circumstances which surround them, for any great and 
important change and amelioration in their condition. 
They must be first convince<l of their blipdness :-this 
cannot be effected even among the least unreasonable, 
or those termed the best part of mankind, in their pre
sent state, without creating some degree of irritation. 
This irritation mustthen be tranquillized before another 

step ought to be attempted; and a general conviction . 
must be established of the truth of the principles on, 
which the projected change is to be founded. Theit· . 
introduction into practice will then become easy; dif
ficulties will vanish as weapproach them; and after-:.; 

wards the desire- to see the whole systeg.1 carried im
mediately into effect, will exceed the means of putting. • 
it into execution. The principles on which this prac- . 
tical system is founded are not new; separately, or par
tially united, they have been often re~ommended by 
the sages of antiquity, and by modern writers. But it 
is not known tonie that they have ever been thus com
bined·. Y et it can be demonstrated, that it is only by 

their being all brought into practice together, that they 
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àre to be rendered beneficial to mankind ; and sure I 
am, that . this is the earliest period in the history of 

tnan when they could be successfully introduced into 

practice. 
I do not intend to hide from you that.the change will 

be great. " Old things shall pass away, and all shall 

become new ! " 

But this change will bear no resemblance to any of 

the revolutions which have hitherto occurred. These 

have been alone calculated to generate and call forth 

ail the evil passions of hatred and.. revenge : but that . 

sy5tem which is now contemplated, · will effectually 

eradicate every feeling of irritation. and ill-will which 

exists among mankind. The wh.ole proceedings of 
those who govern and instruct the world will be re-· 

verned. -Instead of .spending-ages in telling mankind 

what they ought to think, and how they ought to act, 

the instructors and governors of the world will acquire 

. a knowledge that will enable them in one generation to · 
apply the means which shall cheerfully induce each of 
those whom they control and influence, not only- tC!· 
think but to act in such a manner as shall be best for 
himself, and best for every human being. And ·yet · 
this -extraordinary result will take place without punish:..: 

ment or any apparent force. U nder this system, beforè 

commands ~re issued it shall be known whether diey 
c1m or cannot be obeyed. Men shall not be called 
upon ·to assent to doctrines and to dogrnas which do 

not carry convicüon to their minds. . l'hey sball not 

be taught that merit can exist in doing, or that demerif 
c~ . 

/ 
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can arise from not doing, that over which they can 

have no control. They shall not be told, as at present, 
that they must love that which, by the çonstitution of 

their nature, they are compelled to dislike. They 
shall not be trained in wild imaginary notions, that in

evitabl y make them despise and hate all mankind out 
of the little narrow circle in which they exist, and then 
be told that they must heartily and sincerely love all 
their fellow-men. No, my friends, that system which 
shall rnake its way into the heart of every man, is 
founded ou principles which have not the slightest re
semblance to any of those I have alluded to. On the 

contrary, it is directly opposed to them; and the ef

fects it will produce in practice will differ as rnuch from 
thé practice which. hi~tory records, and from that which 

we see around us; as hypocrisy, hatr~d, envy, revenge, 
wars, poverty, injustice, oppression, and all their con_
sequent misery, differ from that genuine charity and 
sincere kindness of which we perpetually hear, but have 

never seen; and which, under the existing systems, we 
never can see. That charity and that kindness admit 

of no exception. They extend to every child of man, 

however he may have been taught, however he may 
have been trained. They consider not what country 

gave him birth, what may be bis complexion, what bis 
habits or his sentiments. Genuine charity and true 

kindness instruct, that whatever these may be, should 

they prove the very reverse of what we have been 

ta~ght to think right and best, our conduct towards 

him~ our sentiments with respect to him, .shouJd ~n~ 
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dergo no change; for, when we shall see things as they 

really are, we shall know that this our fellow-man 

bas undergone the same kind of process and training 

from infancy which we have experienced; that he bas' 

been as effectually taught to deem bis sentiments and 

actions right, as we have been to imagine ours r1ght and 

, his wrong; when perhaps the only difference is; that. 

we were born in one country, and he in another. If 

this be not true, then indeed . are all our prospects 

hopeless; then fierce contentions, poverty, and vice 

must continue for ever. Fortunately, however, there 

is now a superabundance of facts to remove all doubt 

from every mind; and the principles may now be fully 

developed, which will ·easily explain the source of all 

the opinions which now perplex and divi<le the world; 

and their source being discovered, mankind may with

draw all those which are false and injurious, and pre

vent any ev~l from arising in consequence of the va

rieties of sentiments, or rather of feelipgs, which may 

afterwards remain. · 1n short, my friends, the New 

System is founded on principles which will enable 

mankind to prevent, in the rising generation, almost 

all, if not ail, the evils and miseries which we and our 

forefathers have experienced. A correct knowledge of 

, human nature will be acquired; ignorance will be re
moved; the angry passions will be preven ted from 

gaining any strength; charity and kindness will uni

versally prevail; poverty will not be known; the inter-. 

est of each individual will be in strict unison with the 

interest of ever~ individual in 'the world. There will' 
not be àny c.ounteraction of wishes and desires among 
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men. Temperance and shnplicity of manners will be 
the characteristics of every part of society. The na
tural de.fects of the few will be amply compensated by 

the increased attention and kindness towards· them of 

the many. None will have cause to complain; foc 
each will possess, without injury to another, all that 

can tend to bis comfort, his well-being, and his hap

piness.--Such will be the certain consequences o( 

the introduction into practice of that system for which 

I have been silently preparing the way for upwards of 

five-and-twenty years. 

Still, however, much more preparation is necessary, 

and must take place, before the whole can be intro

duced. It is not intended to put it into praçtice here. 

The establishment was too far advanced on the old sy

stem before I came amongst you to admit of its intro

duction, except to a limited extent. All I now purpose 

doing in this place is, to introduce as many of the ad

vantages of the new system as can be put into practice 

in connection with the old : but th~se advantages will 

be neith~r few nor of little amount. I hope ere long, 

even under the existing disadvantages, to give you and 

your childre1.1 far more solid advantages for your labour 

. ~han any persons similarly circumstanced have yet en

ioyed at any time, or in any part of the world. Nor 
is this all. · 'Vhen you and your children shall be in 

the full possession of all that I am preparing for you, 

you will acquire superior habits; your minds will gra· " 

dually mq.mnd; you will be enabled to judge accurately 

of the cau~e and con~equences of my proceedings, and. 
to estimat~ them ~t their value, Y ou will then become 
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desirous of living in a more perfect state ·of society,
a society which will possess within itself the certain 
means of preventing the existence of any injurious pas
sions, poverty, êrime, or misery; in which every in
dividual shall be instructed, and his powers of body 
and rnind directed, by the wisdorn derived from the 
best previous experience, so that neither bad habits 
nor erroneous sentiments shall be known ;-in which 
age shall receive attention and respect, and in which 
every injurious distinction shall be avoided,-even 
variety of opinions shall not create discord or any un
pleasant feeling ;-a society in which ina'ividuals shall 
acqnire increased heahh, strength, and intelligence; 

·.in which their labour shall be always advantageously 
directëd; and in which they will possess every rational 

.cnjoyment. 
In due time comnrnnities shall be formèd possess

ing sµch characters, and be thrown open to those among 
you, . and to individuals of every class and denomina
tion, whose wretched habits ~nd whose sentiments of 
folly have not been too deeply impressed to be oblite
rated or removed, ~nd whose minds can be sufficiently 
:relieved from the pernicious effects of the ol<l system~ 
to permit thein to partake of the happiness of the 
~ew*. 

Having delivered this strange discourse, for to many 
of you it must appear strange indeed, I conceive only 

-one of two conclusions can be <lrawn by those who 
· ·have heard it. These are,-that the world to this 

. ,. The communities alluded to shall be niore partic.ularly described 
m a future publication~ 



40 

day has been grossly wrong, and is at this moment in 

the depth of ignorance ;-or that I am completely in 

error. 
The chances then, you will say, are greatly against 

me. True: but thé chances have been eqnally against 

every individual who has been enabled to make any 

discovery whatsoever. 

To efièct the purposes which I have long silently 

meditated, my proceedings for years have been so far 

removed from, or rather so much in opposition to, the 

common practices of mankind, that not a few have 

concluded I was insane. Such conjectures were fa

vourable to my purposes, and I did not wish to con

tradict them. But .the question of insanity between 

. the world and myself will now be ·decided; either they 

have been rendered greatly insane-or, I am so. You 

have witnessed my conduct and measures here for six- · 

teen years ; and the abjects I have h.ad in progress are 

so far advanced that you can now comprehend many 

of them. ·y ou therefore shall be judges in this case. 

Insanity is inconsistency. Let us now try the parties 
by this rule. 

From the beginning I firmly purposed to ameliorate 

your condition.; the condition of all those engaged in 

similar occupations; and ul timately the condition of 

mankind, whose situation appeared to me most de

plorable! Say now, as far as you know, did I adopt 

judicious measurses to accomplish these purposes? 

Have I n.ot calmly, steadily, and patiently prôceeded 

to fill up ·the outline of the plan which I originally 

formed to overcome your worst qabit~ and ~reatest ir~:-



41 

conveniences as well as your prejudices? Have -not 
the several parts of this plan, as they were finished, 
fulfilled most completely the purposes for which they 
were projected? Are you not at this moment deriving 

the most substantial benefits from them? Have I in the 

slightest degree injured any one of you ? During the 

progress of these measures have I not been opposed in 
the most determined and formidable manner by those, 
whose interests, if they had understood them, would 

have made them active co-operators? Without any 
apparent means to resist these attempts, were they not 

frustrated and overcome, and even the resistance itself 

rendered available to hasten the execûtion of all my 
wishes? ln short, have I not been enabled, with one 

band, to direct with success the common mercantile 

conce~ns of this extensive establishment, and, with ths 
other hand, to direct measures which now seem more 

like national than . private ones, in order to introduce 
another system, the effects and success of which shall 

astonish the profound theologian, no less than the most 

experienced and fortunat~ politician ?-a system which 
sliall train its children of twelve years old to surpass, 
in true wisdom and knowledge, the boasted .acquire

ments of modern learning; of the sages of antiquity; 

of the founders of all those systems which hitherto have 
only confused and distracted the-world, and which 

have been the immediate cause of almost all the mise

ries we now deplore ? 
Being witnesses of my measures, you alone are cqm

petént to judge of their con$isten~y. Upder these cir-
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ùiat I do not know what must be your conclusions. 

During the long period in which I have been thÙs 

silently acting for your benefit, and for the benefit of 
each of my feHow-men,-what has been the conduct 

of the vrnrld ?-
. Having maturely contemplated the past actions of 

men, as they have been made known to us by history, 
it became necessary for my purpose that 1 should be
come practically acquainted with men as they now are, 

and acquire from inspection a ~ knowledge of the precise 

ètfects pi:odûced in the habits and sentiments of each 
class, by the peculiar circumstances with which the 

individuals were surrounded. The causes which had 

·previously prepared my mind and disposition for the 

work,-which had rcmoved so many formidable diffi

culties in the early part of my progress,-now smoothed 

the way to the easy attainment of my wishes. By the 

knowledge of human nature which 1 had already ac
quired, I was enabled to dive into the secret recesses 

of a sufficient number of minds of the various denomi

naiions forming British society, to discover the imme~ 

diate causes of the sentiments of each, and to trace the 
con.sequences of the actions that necessarily proceeded 

from those sentiments. The whole, ~s though they 
had been delineated on a map, were laid open to. me. 
Shall I now at this eventful crisis make: the wo~ld 

known to itself Or, shall this valuable knowledge 

descend with me to the grave;and , y~u, our.fellow-men 

and our children's cliildren through ma."Qy generations 
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·yet suffer the miseries which the inhabitants of the 

earth have to this day experienced? These questi~ns, 
however, rieed not be asked. My rèsolutions were 
taken in early life; and subsequent years have added 
to their strength and confirmed them. I therefore pro
ceèrl regardless of individual consequences: I will 
hold up the mirror to man-show him, without the 
intervention of any false medium_, what he is, and then 
he will be better prepared to learn what he may be. 

Man is so constituted, that by the adoption of proper 
rneasures in his infancy, and by s teadil y pursuing them 
through all the early period of his life to manhood, he 
may be taught to think and to act in any manner that 
is F:tot beyond the acquirement of bis faculties : what
ever he may have been thus taught to think and to do, 

he may be effectually made to believe is right and best 
for all mankind. He may also be taught, [however 
few r•iay act and think as he .does,J that all those who -
differ from him are wrong, and even ought to be pu
nished with death if they will not think and act. like 
him. In short, he may be renàered insane upon evezy 
~ubject which is not founded on, and which does not 
remain in never-varying consistency with, the facts that 
surround mankind. It is owing to this peculiarity ih 
the constitution of m_an, that when he is born he may 
be taught any of the varions dogmas which are known, 
and be rendered· wholly unfit to associate with any of 
bis fellow-men who have been trained in any of the 

Qther dogmas. 1 t is owing to this principle that a poot 
huma~ being, duly initiated in the mysteries of J ugger
n~ut, is thereby rendered insane on every tbing re-
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garding that' monstér. Or, when înstructed"in the· 
dogmas of Mahometanism, he is thus rendered insane 
on every subject which has reference to Mahomet. I 
might proceed and sfate the same of those poor crea
tures. who have been trained in the tenets of Brahma, 
of Confucius, or in- any otber of those systems which 
serve only to destroy the human intellect. 

I have no <loubt, my friends, you are at present con~ 
vinced, as thoroughly as conviction can be formed in 

your minds, that none of you have been subjectecl to 
any such process ;-that you have been instr~cted in 
that which is true ;-that it is evident, Pagans, Jews, 
Turks, every one of them, millions upon millions almost 
without end, are wrong, fundamentally wrong. Nay, 

you will allow also that they are truly as insane as I 

have stated them to be. But you will add,-'_' W e 
are right--we are the favoured of Heaven-we are 
enlightened, and cannot be deceived." This is the 

feeling of every one of you at this moment. I need 

not be told your thoughts. Shall I now pay regard to 
you or to myself? Shall I be content· and rest satis
fied with the sufficiency which bas fallen to my lot, 
while you remain in all your ignorance and misery? 
Or shall I sacrifice every private consideration for the 
benefit of you and our fellow-men? Shall I tell you , 
and the whole of the civilized world that, in many re-. 
spects, none of these have been rendered more insane 

than yoursel ves~than every one of you is at this mo
mel}t; and that while ~hese maladies remain uncured, 

yqn and your posterity cannot but exist in the midst of 
folly and misery? · 
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What think you now, my friends, is the reason why 

you believe and act as you do? I will tell you. It is 

solely and merely because you were born, and have 

lived, in this period of the wodd-in Europe-in the 

island of Great Britain..:.-and more especially in this 

northern part of it. Without the shadow of a doubt, 

had every one of you been born in other times or other 

places, you might have been the very reverse of ~hat 
which the present time and place have made you: and 

without the possibility of the slightest degree· of 

assent or dissent on your own parts, you might have 

been at this moment sacrificing yourselves under the 

wheels of the great idol J uggernaut; or preparing a 
victim for a cannibal feast. This, upon reflection, will 

be found to be a trutl;i as certain as that you now he~ 

my vmce. 

Will you not then have charity for the habits and 

opinions of all men, of even the very worst human 

beings that your imaginations can conceive? Will you 

not then be sincerely kind to them, and actively endea.;_ 

vour to do them good? Will you not patiently bear: 

with, and commiserate, their defects and infirmities ~. 

and consider them as your relatives and friends? 

If you "will not-if you cannot do this, and perse

vere-to the end of your days in doing it__;.you have not 

charity; you cannot have religion; you possess nut.· 

even common justice ; you are ignorant of yourselves, 

and are destitute of every particle of usefol a11d valu.:. . 
able knowledge respecting human nature. · 

U ntil you act after this manner, it is im~ossiqle tJmt. 
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you can ever' enjoy full h~ppiuess yourselvés, or Ï:na~é 
others happy. 

H'.erein .consists the essence of philosophy ;-.of 
} "· . '• . 

sound morality ;-of . true and genuine christianity, . 

freèd from the errors that have been attached to jt ; 

· -of pure and undefiled religion. · - · -·_ _.. . . 

Without the introduction of this knowlt!dg,e into full 
and complete practice, there can ' ~e no subst.ë;l.ntial and_ 

permanent a~eli~ration · s effèc - ~ed in society ,; and' l , 
declare to you, that until all your thcmghts and actiobs · 

· are founded on and governed by these principles, ):~ · 
philosophy will be vain,-your ·morality baseless,

your christianity only calculated t~ misl~ad and peceive 

the weak and the ignorant ;-and your professions of 

. ,religion but as sounding brass or a tinkling cymbal.· 

Those, therefore, who with single~ess ofheart and 
mind are ·ardently desirous to behefit the~r fellow-men, . 

will put forth their utmost exertions to bring _this just 

and humane system of conduct forthwith into practice; 

and to extend the knowledge of its endless advantages 

to the uttermost parts of the earth ;~for· no_ other· 

principles of action can ever beconie univàsal ampng 

men! 

Y our t~me now µJakes it necessary that I should ~: 

draw to a conclusion, and explain what ought to ·be 

the immediate re~ult of what I hàve stated. · 

Direc_t your serious atte11~io~ to ~he cause wby" men 

tlûnk and. act ·as they do .. You will then . be neither 
iurprise~ nor displeased on account of tbeir se1itinients 

01 tbeir habits. . ~ou will also clearly discover why 

.. 
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viction, 1 fi;rD not entitled, and to me therefore thèy 

could be of no value. My desire is only to be consi
dered as one of yourselves-as a cotton-spinner going 
a.bout his daily and necessary a vocations. But, for you, 
I have other wishes. On this day a new era opens to 

our view. Let it then commence by a full and sincere 

dismis~al from your minds of every unpleasant feeling 
which you may entertain towards each other, or towards 
anyof your fellow-men.-When you feel these injurious 
dispositions beginning to arise,-for, as you have been 
trained and are now circumstanced, they will arise again 
an'd again,--instantly call to your recollection how 

the minds of such individuals have been formed,
whence have originated all their habits and sentiments; 

your anger will tlien be appeased; you will cal ml y in
vestigate the cause of your differences, and you will 
learn to love them and to do them good. A little per
S.everance -in this simple and easily acquired practice1 

will rapidly prepare the way for you and every one 
around you to be truly happy. 

THE END. 

Pnnted by H.. and_A. Taylur, Shoe ./Jane. 










