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LECTURE ON THE NEW RELIGION. 

THE Meeting was called by Mr. Owen, and was respectably and numerously att~nded, tl1ere 
heing up.wards of 10'!0 persans assembled. At one o 'clock Mr. ÜWEN took the Chair, and pro• 
ceede<l to address the Meeting as follows: 

rnder the new circumstances of general political excitement, whic~1 ha, ve lately. a ri sen .through· 
out tJ1e civilized part of the globe, not one practical step can be wtsely ta ken, 1ll the tmprove­
ment of society, upon a firm and permaneht ba~e, until it shall .be calmi y and ~e.tnperately de­
cideù, whether the foundatiou of all new arrangements to amehorate the cot1d1tion of the bu• 
man race shall be religion, and w hat religion ; or facts derived from ail the past ami present ex• 
perience of manki11d. . 

This is now a vital question of paramount interest to the human race, and must b~ dec1det1, 
not by angry feelings, or the violence of passion, or the err.ors of count:y, or by preJudices of 
any kind, but by facts which cancot deceive, and by self-ev1de11t dcduct10ns from those fa~ts. 

In the examination of this sul·ject, so deeply inv(11\·ing the highest interests of huma~1ty, l 
will endeavonr to avoid hurting the feelings of any of my fellow-beings as muchas trUth w1ll ad• 
mit; and 1 trust every speaker to-day will also endeavour to keep in minù, that we do not meet 

ere for persona! contest, but to elicit, if possi!Jle, bigh and important truths that rnay be ap• 
plied to practice for the permanent benefit of ail. 

Hitherto the character of man has been formed, aurl the world bas been governed, undet the 
rlirect influence of what is called religion; and facts to <lay prove what that character lias been 
formed to be, aud how the nations of the earth have been governed. 

All;will admit that the character of màn is nu where what it ought to be; and also tbat no 
country has yet been rationally governed to ptomote permanently the general advantage ofits 
population. 

lt is, therefore, a legitimate object of enquiry to ascer~ain the real cause of these errors and 
evils. 

Under the arrangements which have bithcrto existcd for cducatiug and governing man, four 
general characters have been produced among the human race. 

These four classes of characters appear to be formed, un der the past atid preseut arrangements 
ofsociety, from four <lifferent original organizations at birth, which may be numbered one, two1 
three, and four. · 

No. 1. May be t.ermed the con:1cientious religious in alI countriel!. 
No. 2. Unbelievers in the truth of any religion, but who strenuoudy support the religion of 

their country, under the conviction that, although religion is not necessary to iusure their own 
goo<l conthwt, it is eminently require<l to campe! others to act right . 

No. 3. Unbelievers who openly avow their cli~beliefin the trnth ofany rnligion, snch as Deistst 
A.th_eists, Scep tics, &c. &c. but who do not perceive the laws of nature relative to man as an in­
dn1dual, or when nnited in a social state. 

No. 4. Disbelievers in ail past anrl present religions, but believers in the eternal unchanging 
laws of the uuiverse, as developed by facts derived from ail past experience; and who, by a 
careful stncly of these facts, deduce from them the religion of nature. 

Ll:iss No. 1. is formcd, under certain circumstances, from those original organizations wl1ich 
posscss at birth strong moral aud weak intellectua l faeulties. They usually become amiable, 
lion est accorùing to the religious notions the y receive, good nature<l, and wbat are ca:lled in the 
prc~ent defecti ve state of the human character, the good members of society. They very seldom 
govern any class, seet, party, or country, as individuals1 but they have considerable influence 
when aetiug in~ body as a party, for they are numerous in ail civilize~ countries. 

Cla.ss No. 2. lS composed of those individuals who by nature possess a smallcr quantity of 
n:oral, and a larger quantity 06 intellectual, faculty. Of those who have sufficient intellect to 
d1scov.er the most glaring inconsisteucies between ail religious and undisputecl facts, and there­
f~re are compel~ed. to disbelieve the truth of any religion, but who are deficient, und~r existing 
c1rcumstan~es, rn rntellectual capacity to proceed fnrther in the investigation of the laws of na­
ture, and w1thout sufficient moral faculty to declare their disbeliefi11 the truth of religion. They 
h.ave also too little intellectual faculty to disco~er the incongruity Qf their own opinions or 110-

t1ons; that, although conscientiolls belicf in religion is uot necessary to make them good and 
use~nl mernhers of soeiety, yet it is :ibsolutely requisite to rnake otber men houest. 

Tney _are therefore u11avoidably hypocrites upon almost ail occasions, or act from thoughts 
and feelings not puhlicly expre~serl. Usually the~e men, who are endowed with much cuuning, 
called worldly wisdom, and with physical activity, are, undcr the existing system of the world, 
at.the hea~ of every c!ass, sect, professior:. party, and country ; and from it, in ail Mations, the 
anstocrac1es are generally formed. The number of this original constitution ofmind is conside-
rahle, perhaps cqual to No. I. · 

Çlass No. 3. is composed of men of strong moral and moderate intellectual faculty; of men 
who posse~s .as much intellectnal faculty as enables them to perceive the discordance between 
'.1 11 the rehg1ons of the world and the general facts around them; also to discover that if religion 
18 not necessary to make them honest, it is not reqnired to make others couscientious: having 
at_the same time as !Iluch moral faculty as to in<luce them, in opposition to their world'ly inte­
re:;h~ to express the1r conscientious convictions in opposition to the religious notions or dog-



mas of the country they in habit; but yet wilhout sufficient intellect, eclucated and placed as they 
have been, to investigate suffkiently for practicc the laws ofhuman nat_ure and of.society. 

These characters are mu ch abused by classes Nos. l and 2, and have lutherto suftered ail man­
uer ofinjustièe from them, owing to thei1· snperiority of intellect to the!tirst, ~nd t~1eir superiority o~ 
intellect and moral faculty to the second. They are nut ver y n umernus, ch1efly rn conse'!uence ot 
the obstacles which t hc vresent system places in the way of moral honcsty. 

Class No. 4. compri;.es those who, by natme, possess a 11Ïgb dcgree of intcllectual and moral 
facu lty; who distinctly perceive the opposition which exists betwcen the fundameutal notions 
on which, alone, ail religions rest, and the everlasting laws by which man is governetl, from bis 
earliest formation to hii decomposition at death; who can trace in their mindi the necessary re­
sults of these laws when they shall be applie<l in practice, and who can comprehend a highly im­
proved state of human existence, formetl in ail its parts in uni son and perfect accordance with. 
those laws; who bave also sufficient moral faculty to disrover the vast superiority of trulh ovcr 
falsehood in the intercourse between man and mau, and who possess moral courage sufficicut ·tO 
con tend openly against wnat they are compelled to helieve are the errors of antiquity. This class. 
of uatural minds, under the present ignorance relative to the itnprovement of hum:rn organiza­
tion, is uot nnmerous; it has, along with some of class No. 3, supplied the martyrs of former 
days, and they are always prepared to go to the stake if neccss:iry, to promote the advauce 
of gcueral knowledge, and permanently to increase the happiness of the human race. \Vhen men 
shall learn real .wisdom, through a rational ed ucation, and be t:rnght to understand the la w11 of 
their nature, and to act upon them, the original organization of almost ail human beings will 
be formet1 of these qualities. 

We thus see, that as long as the character of man shall he formed un.der the influences of reli­
gion, as it has beeu hitherto taught to m:rnkind, and :is long as the world shall continue to be 
governed under these 1nfluences, the four preceding characters which have been ùescribeù will, 
with e11dle5s and small varieties, be produced. And the necessary cousequence of training 
the prisent varied organization of man to acquire these artificial characters is to degrade human 
nature, and to instil into the human race every conceivable crime, aud to afflict it with every 
conceivable misery. 

In the firstclass are produced not only man y amiable weak men, as the moclern cvangelists of 
t.his and other Christian countries, but also in cases wherc the physical powers are strong, the 
forions bigot equally conscientious with the former, but who keeps all a round him in a continua[ 
state of ignorant excitement, which generates endless practicaf injustice to those who cannot. 
think as be does;. And as none of this class are evcr permitted to investigate the laws of their 
nature, but are trained from infancy to believe and no.t to think, ancl to talk at random respect­
ing the imaginary notions which they receive in their early years, there is not oui y a considcra­
ùle shade of difference among themselves, but there is also a most injurions antipathy created in 
their rnincls to the members of the other three classes, but more especially to the 3d and 4th class, 
who ha\'e too strong a feeling of mornlity to become hy.pocrites, and express their assent to 
their irrational dogmas. · 

In the second class, religion, as it is now taught, implants not only hypocrisy, but the worst 
feelings and passions tbat uunatural restraints upon nature's laws can geuerate; and th us pro­
duce endless crimes and evils throughout society. 

A disbelief in religion by those who possess by nature weak moral faculties engenders sclfish­
uess, jealousy, revenge, hatred, anger, cunning, aud every human depravity. Upon this class 
ofuatpral minds, it is calculated to create every possible varicty of bad char acter, and they are 
found to be ver y numerous in every class, sect, and party, in ail countries. 

Nothing can be more melancholy than the effect~ which religion produces upon this class; it 
clestroys ail that can be called honest principles in them, makes them enemies and opponents to 
each other as well all to the other three classes, and the y th us consiclerably contribute to keep ail 
mankind at enmity, and prevent the existence of charity for the infinite diversity of opinion or 
feeling, which under the present system is unavoidable. lt is from this class that the far grcater 
})art of the evils and miseries of human life proceed. 

Upon the third class religion produces the most unfavourab1e impressions. The indivicluals 
of which it is composed cannot avoid detecting the inconsistent notions on which ail religions 
are fouuded, aud of tracilJg the endless errors to which they lead in practice. They are quite 
satisfied that of themselves, the y cannot alter their convictions relative to thcse inconsistencies; 
in prin~iple and errors in practic&; and their moral sense is too strong to admit ofthem bccorning 
11ypo_cn.tes, and saying, to pl case others, that they believe in the dogmas of religion when thei1· 
conv1ct1ons are directly opposed to them. They thereforc feel that they are honest; and when 
the conscientious religions and those who have no conscientious religious feelings, but who pre­
tend to have them, apply abusi\'e persona! epithets to these moral opponents of religion, and 
cal! them dcists, atheists, s ~ eptics, and endeavour to tradnce their characters by cvery unfair 
:llld unj_ust _device that they can in vent, they instil hatred and anger, and every evil passion 
and feelrng rnto these men, who naturally are th us taught to consider ail pretensions to religion 
to be hypocricy, and that religiou itself is a monster of cruelty and injm.tice. Thus, instcad 
o~ kin~ !"eelings and genuine affection being engen<lered between l'!Jan and man, through whicli 
d1spos1t10ns atone the world can ever be relormed and rcndcred happy, both parties are regularly 
tramed to become not only the secret, but the open euemies of each other; keeping the world in 
~ state of pcrpetual discord, and affording no hope of its termination. Were it not for the irra­
t1011al fechng·s;. and conduct of the classes Nos. 1 and 2 with respect to this class, the latter would 
alwa)'s hccome honest, well disposed, and comparativaly intelligent members of svciety. As 
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it is the mass of the unthinking part of every population Ï5 in direct hostility to them, and con­
seqt:ently they are opposed to this mass, and the w?rst passions and feelings of hurnau nature 
are th us made to be the e"ery day practice of man kmd. 

Upon the 4th class religion produces the cleepest commiseration for the ignorance, poverty, 
weakness, and crime, which it infiicts upon the hnman race. They cannot avoicl seeing the re­
gular steps by wbich it is macle to clisorgauizc and discase the moral ~ense and intellec~ual fa­
culties ofall who are subject toits influence. They are compellccl to d1scover the gradations by 
which it generates anger and discord throughout society, and perverts :;tll the superior qualities 
of our nature into curses instead of blessings. They are penetratecl w1th the keenest regret to 
perceive the earth, which might be, with ease and pleasure to every one, _ma~le a tei:_res~ria) pa­
radise, remaining a vast, a wild, and a desert, solely for the want of ~ult1vat1on; and tt? mha. 
bitants generally, which might be formed into bein~s of.a far super1-0r ord~r to any lutherto 
known in the history of the human race, poor, weak, 1rrat1onal creatures, ask1ngfor breacl, wlule 
they are surrounded by the most ample means, if properly used, to supply an inexhaustible store 
of every "'OOd thing that the heart of man coulcl rcquire, and while he himself, with equal ease 
and gratiflcation, may be formed into a being of high intelligence, possessing the finest moral 
sense, fillecl with the purest affection and most genuine charity for ail of his kind, and with per­
fect goocl feeliug·s for aH that has life in the uni verse. 

lt is therefore impossible for this class to know and witness this desolatiofl of the earth, anù 
this degradation of their fellows, and not to feel an irresistible impulse to forego every private 
feeling and consideration, that they may assist the nations of the world to emancipate them­
selves frorn the depth of error i11 which they are now involved, and from the crimes nud misery 
with which, in consequence ofthis thick mental and moral darkness, they are now overwhelmed. 

It is solely for these purposes that we now, iu the face of al! nations, and in the çentrc of this 
grcat metropolis, hold these public meetings, to which we invite ail those who have moral cou-
1·age snfficient open.ly to meet error, under whatever specious name it may possess, or whatcver 
garb of disguise it may assume. 

We are well aware of the hold which what is called religion, varicd and opposed as it is Io itself 
over the whole earth, has npon the confiding :rnd upon the unthmking part of the pupulation of 
the world. We kuow that for nuinberl ess years men of the second class of minci, who have hi• 
therto governed mankind in all their affairs, have adopted every device they could conceive to 
make men not to think, but implicitly to confidc iu their ipse dixit upon the most important 
questions connected with their intellectual improvement and happiness, and especially upon the 
subject of religion. 

We cannot therefore be unconscious of the difficulties which we have to encouuter, evcu at the 
threshol<l of our proceedings, in placing before the ·public the real advantages and <lisadvan­
tages of religion, as it bas been hitherto taught, in forming the character of man, and in go­
verning the world. 

1 have endeavoured to explain the general effects produced by religion on the four most pro­
minent divisions of our natural organization at birth, namely-

lst. The weak of intellect, with a strong moral sense, which religion makes amiable and con· 
scientiously honest in their belief and dealings, as far as the inconsistencies of a weak intel Illet, 
rendered slill more weak by religions mysteries, will permit. 

2d. Tliose with higher intellectual faculties, but haviug a weaker moral sense, these religion 
makes iuto moral hypocrites, into selfish and designing men, whose business through life 1s ti> 

take advantage of the intellectual weakness aud moral sense of class No. l. and to make them 
their tools or instruments by which they oppress the memoers of ail <:lasses, but especially th ose 
of No. 3, who have been always most unjustly treated by this class for their opinions, when ho­
nestly and openly expressed. 

3tl. Those who have a moderate share of intellect, and a large proportion of moral. sense. Upon 
these religion produces the most unfavourable results, by creating in them the greatest enmity 
to the conscieutious religious, and to the pretenders to religion; and, in consequence, their lives 
are usually passed in endless and fruitless contests with those in their families and neighbour­
hood, who belong to classes Nos. l. and 2. Finding that they are most unjustly abused for ex­
pressing the convictions which they are compelled to eutertain, and that they are grossly ill­
treated for heing conscientiously honest, the worst feelings of our nature are cngendered within 
them; they imagine the whole human race to be their enemies, and that cvery man's band is 
agains.t them. They are almost always reduced to poverty, and, ùy a continuation of unjust and 
mer'ciless oppressions, they are goaded on from irritation to irritation, until their opposition to 
the professors of religion and the institutions of society knows no bounds. A state of society is 
thus c.reated most unfavourable to an honest enquiry after truth, and to a condition of charity 
aT,1d krndness between man and man, and nation nnd natiou ; and endless cruelties are devised 
and practised for the insane purpose of attempting to make men think alike upon imaginary no­
tions in opposition to facts, n.;Hl to the evi.clence of our sen ses. By this irra tional conduct, en­
gendered solely by religion as it bas been hitherto taught, men have been educate1I, from infancy 
to becomc open or covert enemies to each other, and tbus the millions ale made to fall and· re­
•• ~.i1 an t- · nrey to a few, otherwise most weak, opprei;sors. 

4th. Those '~ have a large share of intellect, and whose moral sense is strong. Upon this 
~lass of ~eu, as " n as their faculties are sufficiently ripe to observe, compare, reflect, and to 
Jt~dge .w1th accurac) religion produces many painfol conflicts in their minds. They ardently 
and smcerely wish t. ~etain the belief forccd upon them in childhood, iu the divine origin and 
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untainted truth of the religion which tbey have been compellcd to receive before their minùs could 
comprehend any part of it.-Tney begin to investigate ils principles or dogmas, ~nd are forecd 1 

J>y the facts arouud them, and wilh the strength of their intcllectual faculties, to compare thesc 
,Iogmas with the facts around them, and with the Jaws oftheir own. nature which they feel within 
them; and to their grief and dismay, the y can discove.r no co1111e~t1011 what~ver l>etween the dog­
mas of any religion, and the facts around them, or w1t.h the feelmgs o~ t~e1r own nature .. They 
shrink from these first impressions of doubt as though the y were comm1tt111g the must hemons of 
ail crimes; yet the y cannot, by any effort the y Cllll makc, preveut their recurrence. As their 
intellectuul powers and moral sense increase with their years and experience, the discordance be­
tween the doctrines of religion and facts, or the laws of nature, become daily more and more evi­
dent. Their first fears subside, their rnoral courage gradually increases, by degrees they in­
vestigate the foundatit>n on which all religion rest; they compare these with thé unchauging laws 
of human nature, and to their utter surprise and astonishment, they are obliged most rcluctantly 
to corne tothe conclusion, that there is not only 110 agrement between them, but that they are 
in direct opposition to each other. They are therefore compelled to eutcrtain the conviction, that 
the facts of nature as they are presented to our senses, are uot facts but del usions; and that all 
the religions in tbe world, as hitherto taught, are the inventions of hurnan creatures before they 
had acquiretl snfficient knowledge from experienre to govern man except by the hopes and fears 
of future endless happiness or misery: devices which the y formed before they had discovered that 
man could be far better trained and governed by real knowledge than by iuconsistent notions iu­
yented by men weak, but cunning, to keep the mass of mankiud in the very infancy of ignorance, 
and to retain them in mental helplessness. 

Ascertàining these important results, the men posscssing by nature strong intellectual facu]­
ties and a high moral sense, cannot avoid feeling au irresistible desire to i;et their fellows free 
from the mental bondage which enslaves all their superior faculties and feelings, while their in­
ferior mental qualitias and their worst passions are cultivated most successfully. These men 
therefore loo~ arnuud in every direction tq ascertain in what rnanner they must commence 
thefr task • 
. With their knowledge of human nature anù of the laws which govern it, the y cannot have any 

hostile or unkiud feeling for nny portion of ma.ukind; they therefore tlesire to perform their task 
with the greatest mildaess and gentleness that will permit them to accomplish the great and 
good objects which the y have in view. 
· But after every attempt not to wound the feelings of their weak bretheren, the y discover that 
while the imaginary notions relative to relig'iuu shall be forced into the infaut mind, they can 
JDake ljttle or no progress; nud however unwilling the y may be to hurt the artificial conscience 
which has been formed iu their fellow-creatures by the dogmas taught to chilqren iu ail couutries, 
they find that it is utterly impracticable to benefit the human race without destroying al! the 
errors of al! the religions in the worlcl. · 

This difficult but most important task must be effected to enable them to lay a solid and per­
manent foundatiun for that knowledge which can atone train man to have genuine charity and 
pure affection for all mnqkind. They know it is not only an easy but a tlelightful employment to 
teach the human race truth, without any error from infancy. But they also know, from aH put 
experience, that it is the most diffieult and dangerous of ail tasks in which man can engage, to 
attempt to unlearn or disabuse the adult minci of th ose errors ar1cl prejudices ou the subject of re­
ligion, which have been with the greatest care and iudustry taugbt to them from their birth. 

We are QOW prepareù to enquire what are the aclvantages of religion, as it has been hithe1·to 
taught, upon the four classes of original organizatjon. But flrst it is necessary to state what re­
ligion is, as it has been hitherto taught un<ler ail the variou-s sectarian 11am-es and forrns, which 
~he priesthood in different countries have given toit. 

Religion then, as it hàs been hitherto taught, is an attempt to force mankind to think against 
ths evidence of their senses and of ail facts, that there is merit of the highest order in believing 
what the priests say their votaries ought to believe, and the deepest of ail demerits in not believ­
ÏQ.g these dogmas, which they one and all, whatever may be the name and form which they sup­
port, agree to call divine trutbs. And also in a similar attempt to compel mankind to believe, 
against the evidence of their senses and of ail facts, that there is equal merit in loving real and 
imagiqary beings and things, such as they recornmend to love, and in bating real and imaginary 
beings and things, such as they recommend to be hated; and likewise, that their V•~taries, what­
~ver name they may bear, 1thall be eternally rewardecl or punished for so believing or disbelieving, 
apd for so loving or hating. 

Whatever sectariaus may say to the contrary, tl1is is the religion, stripped of al! mystery, whicb 
nloue bas ever yet been tallght to the in habitants of the earth. 

1t is the religion, in all its nake1l deformity, w hich is, at this day, al one, ta ught in every country 
in the world where any religion is known. lt is against this religion 1 have conteuded, and it is 
}lrobable I shall contend against it to the last hour of my life. 

Now when the eyes of men shall be op1med, when they shall acquire the pOlver to investigate 
facts, to observe with accuracy, cause, and effect, and to see all thiogs within the range of their 
senses as they really are; ail well kuow that this religion could not originate with a wise and good 
power, but that it must proceed from an jgnorant and malevolent power. 

Recause each of these notions have necessarily a most demoralizing influence over the four ge· 
neral. classes of ~rganiza~ion. which are given to mankind at birth, u~dcr the rrcs~nt neglect of 
formmg a ~urcn1>r organizat1011 for the buman race, 
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Upon the class of min<ls No. 1. this 1·e1igion lias a direct ten~ency to wl'aken the intel~ectua1 fa. 

ulties. and it often does so lo nn extent wnich red11ces the rational part of those facult1es to the 
owest ~tate-sometimes, indee<l, to their utter destruction. Experience teaches us that religion, 

in all conntries, is one of the rnost common causes of insanity. But religion upon this class of 
minds also perverts the moral sen se, and instead of formiug it to become tenacious or conscientious 
in s.upporting real virtue, it is made by it to countenance many of the worst vices un.der the spe­
cious name of virtue. They are forced by it to love th ose wbo bave been tanght to beheve the same 
errors which tbey bave been made to imbibe, and to dislike or bate thosc wbo have been cq1ilpellecl 
to believe some other clogmas ùifferent from their owu, 01· perhaps evcn tn1ths free from al 1 en·or. 
The)' are by this religion traiued and educatcd to believe almost evcry thing in opposition to the 
evidence of their own senses, and at the same time to have their 1·easoning faculties so far destroye1l 
11~ to be wholly unconscious of the existence of any incongruity between facts and their belief. 
They are very generally forme<l by it to become irrational conscientious beings, which i s the least 
injurions charnctel' that supe!'stition is capable of producing out of the four great divisions of hu-
man organization. . 

Upon the class of minds, No. 2, religion, as it bas been hitberto taught, produces the m~st . mu:­
chievous results in forming their chal'actcr. It gives the wor:;;t possihle direction to thell" rntel­
lectual faculties by preventiug thcm from arquiring a knowledge of trnth, nnd receiviug ideas only 
from facts, and all tbcrefore consistent with each other; to the acquisition of a species of false 
knowledge known by the term cunning, which in ail situations in life enables them to take advan­
tage of the honest or conscienti!>us class No, 1. and, through their ignorance and ,.implicity, to 
overwhelm wilh injustice and every kind of abuse class No. 3, and to m;. ke a fo1·miclable stand even 
to the open, disinterested, and magnanimous proceediugs of class No. 4. \Vit ness the pei·secutions, 
and punishments, and often violent deaths, of inany of the greatest miuds that the world lias pro­
duced throngh ail the past ages. ln consequence of this class of mind beiug thns trained to become 
cnnniug, instea<l of heing ralionally educated, as it mighl be, under other arrangements, and made 
to become truly wise, and to possess real kuowledge, valuable for a superior practice among mà11-
kind, the world is governed by the most intricate and crookcd policy. The govemmeut of all na­
tions is therefore unavoidably unde1· the direction of cunning and craft, instead of sound wisdom 
or real knon·leùge; and this must continne, until some miuds possessing a large }H11·tion of intellect 
and a high moral sense, shall unite their efforts, and by a generous enthusiasm in the cause ofuni­
versal bumanity, shall induce_ the governmeuts of the most civilized nations also to uni te theit· ef­
forts to adopt <lecisive practical measures to change tl11s wrctched state of buman existence fot• 
one governed under rational institutions. Were this change to be effected, the class of miuds No. 2, 
·now under consideration, would not only l1ave its intellect11al faculties greatly improved by proper 
cultivatiou, but its naturally weak moral sense daily rendered weaker under the pre·sent irrational 
Institutions of Society, wonld be contin11ally strengthened and enlarged until, at matured age, it 
would be equal to every uscfnl practical pur pose, and becomc greatly supcrior to any immoral temp­
tations that cou Id exist under the proposed change of principle io governing the affairs of mankind.· 

While this delusion, under the name of religion, produces over the whole world these melaucboly 
1·esults.upon the class cf minds of Nos. l and 2, it bas a most unfavourable influence upon class 
No. ~3, who, under a rational system for the mornl government ,of mankincl, would hecomc very va. 
luahle members of society. Having a strong moral sense ofright anù wrong, liaving sufficient in­
tellect hy nature to perceive man y of the inconsistencies of what men call religion, and being by 
t heit· nature strongly impelled to act right, accurding to their hest conceptions of it, they ho11estly 
avow thcir dishelief in religion, and, by so doing, they make themsehres most obnoxious to theiL· 
fellnw-bcin~s belonging to classes Nos . 1. and 2. For those of class No. 1, being trained to be cou. 
scientious believcr·s in the religion which they have received from their infancy, and bci.ig taught 
that all tbose who do not believe as they do, upon what they call the fundanientals of religion, are 
dre~fully wicked, dangerous, and bad men, they shun those•of class No. 3 as though they were a 
pestilence. The necessary result of such treatment is not only to injure the moral sense of No l, 
but also to stifle and pervert all the natural good qualities of class No. 3, and to c1:eate within them 
feelings of the strongest hatred and dislike to every one that possesses any religion, all of whom 
they deem hypocrites and bad men; and they usually make very fittle distinction in these respects 
between classes No. 1 and No. 2, But their real persecutors are 1•ery seldom of class No. 1, who 
are not only sincere in theil· belief, but often really kind and amiable in their manners, dispositions, 
aud general conduct. But class No. 2, who are necessarily hypocl'Îtes, and who almost always ap­
pear to be the greatest sticklers for, and the mnst violent and boisterous in sup~ort of, the fo1·ms 
and ceremonies of what may happen lo be the religion of the country in which they liv~, are the 
greatest enemics of class No. 3; for not beiug restrained in consequence of their weak moral sense 
from committing acts of injustice when custom and law support them, and believing that ail men 
ought to think and act as they do iu sustaining ail old institutions, they devise ail ma.nuer of vex. 
atious proceedings by which to injure and torment their bithe1·to unfortunate neighbours, No. 3 ....... 
In. this manner does religion render the lives of these pool' oppressed and depressed individoals an 
e~1stence of continued misery, making them, throngh their sufferings, detest the very uame of relî· 
g1on, as well as ils votal'Ïes. These hostile feeliugs act and re-act u pon the respective classes, until 
they lose all feeling of a~ection ~ncl cbari.ty for each oth~r, as much ~ . s U1ough they dirl not be.long 
to the same h_ut to oppos1t~ spec1es of berngs ;. and t~us .1s l~atred, cnme, and misery made to per­
vade .those mmds, wl11ch, 1f formcd under rational rnst1tut10ns, would be free frnm crime, full of 
cbarfty ami love, ll!Jd uu:1c'l11aiuted with mi~er)I of any kj~q. 
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Religion as it bas hecn hitherto faught to class Nfl. 4, inflicts upon them, in. the. early part o 

their lives, great evils of another ùesci-iption. As they possess by nature snpenor rntellectnal fa 
culties and moral seose, they are forccd to rcceive certain doctrines taught in the country in which 
they are boro, and live, as divine truths; and in ail caRes they ar.dently desire to think and act most1 
conscientiously in accordance with those supposed heavenly instructions for which they are fnlly] 
prepared by their strong natural moral feelin~s. As scion, however, as they are put in possession of, 
a certain number of these sairl to be divine truths, their intellectual faculties cannot avoid corn-. 
paring them, first, with each otber, and then with the facts which their senses have made known to 
them. 'fhi~ natural and necessary pro~ress of tbeir minds corn1>ells them to perceivc the glnring· 
incongruities between these so called divine trnths, one with another, and between ail these divinè 
truths, and ail the ascertained facts and kno,.,·n laws of nature. These oppositions and contradic­
tious alarm their moral feelings-they dread 11nbelief in divine truths-they compare and examine· 
ngain and again-they investigate with ail the orde1· and hoùesty natural to such minds; hut the. 
fa1·ther they extend tl1eh· inquiries after real truth, the greater distance they are compelled to disco-

. ver is, between i t and whal they ha,·e been educated to call-divine truths. · 
Their minds are then pcrplexed; they becorile full of alarmÎng anxieties about what bas he<'11 

called the soul, and while the y remain in this state of doubt aud darkncss their misery is great indccit. 
But as their intellectual faculties increasr towards maturity-as their moral sense becomes more 

enla1·ged aud tenacious of what is truc and right, and as their knowlcdge of 11nrlispute!l facts, 01· 

their experience advances <lay by day, they, at leugth, acquire sufficieut moral courage to ask them­
selves what is truth, and where is it to be founcl free frorn error? They become conscious that there 
can be no discrepancy in truth; that one trnth, of uecessity, can never be opposed to anothc1· truth. 
That it is a necessary law of nature that each indivi1lual lrnth must be in harmony, and in strict ac­
cordance, with every other truth in the univers~. That, comeqnently, the universe is one great 
truth, and that C\'ery single fact is a part, and a uecessary part, to forrn that one great trut h, w hi ch 
is alone the essence of ail power anrl knowledge. When the minds of this class have advanced th us 
far, they distinctly perceive the iotensity of the darkness in which the intelleclual faculties of men 
l1ave becn enveloped. That they have been, as it were, confiued within an irnpenetrable shell of 
ignorance, and they hecorne filled with an irre$istihle desire to break that shell, and to bnrst forlb 
into the full light ofintellectual and rnornl day, and enjoy all the advantages of its vivifying influ­
ence. They desire knowledge fo1· their fel!ow-lieings; they desire superior dispositions and habits 
for them; they de.sire their permanent happi11egs. They discol'er the means hy which tbis know­
Jedge, these dispositions and habits, and this bappiness may he givèn and secured to them. They 
occupy thernselves in pre.parations to aid their fellow-beings in acquirlng these advantagcs; and 
they speedily find that religion, which, in their infancy and childhood, they were forccd to receive 
as di\'ine truth, and which had nearly pervertecl ail their rational facultie~, and giveu a false direc­
tion to their moral sense, is now, alone, the ob.stacle which stands in · thei1· way to prevént thci1·. 
making one step in. practice, in a rational course, to accomplish tbese ohjects. They '"ish not to 
Qffend any of their weak brethren who 1·emain conscicntious in the superstitions of their forefathers. 
They know they are not just i;;nbjects for blame or punishment, but for commiseration and }Jity. 
Tbese men of the 4th class cannot, however, allow their feelings of sy!mpathy and pity for a !mail 
part of the present population of the world to ai'rest their efforts for a good ofall tbeir fellow bcing:i 
who are now alive, and for those who shall exist throngh fotm·e-generations. No, they are deeply 
impressed with the magnitude and importance of the duty which they have to pel'forrn. They know 
that it is utterly impract icahlc tbat truth and error can be advantageomdy intennixed; that one or 
the othe1· of them must now, under some new form, prevail and direct the future proceedings of 
mankind. 

They are convinced, that whatever atiempts may uow be made to compel men to remain in their 
present ig-norance will be nnsuccessful, and that the time is at hand when error must give place to 
truth. They thcrefore deem it best for the real interest of ail parties, now to come forward and 
meet error openly in the field of reason and fair argument. And mect it, too, with kiud feeling-s; 
that the changes, which to them appear inevitable, may be effectetl beneficially fo1· ail parties; 
and that the spirit of anger and violence, whic11 ignorance al one generates on accon nt of a difference 
of opinion and of feeling, shoul<I be allowed to die a natural death, and be for ever allayed. Religion, 
therefore, as it bas been hitherto taught, mnterially injures the intellectual faculties of this cla5s 
during their childhood and yo11th, aud would effectually destroy them for ail superior or rational 
purposes, were it not for their strong moral sense, whicb, united with a daily growing intellectual 
faculty, enahles them to overcome ail the obstacles which religion places in their way; and in clefi­
ance of it, they hecome, in their matured age, the conscientious open advocates of truth without 
any ad mixture of error. • 

Thus hnve I endeavoured to explain without prejudice or passion the real effects unavoidably 
produced by religion, as it has been hithel'to taught, upon the four great general divisions of 
hurnan nature, or of man's organization at birth. 

The reflecting and intelligent in ail countries know, that man from the hom of his hirth becomes 
n;iaterially tlie creature of the external circumstances which are allowed to act upon bis organiza­
tion, and tbat the religion of bis district is the rnost material of ail those circumstances, in influ­
encing the formation of bis matured character. 

I ha,·e fairly and houestly stated to you my most deliberate and conscientious convictions relative 
to th.e advantages and disadvantagei:, which religion, as it has been hitherto taught, has had · 
forrnmg the p~st and present character of the hurnan race under its chicf divisions. Let m uot, 
l1owevcr, be m1s11nderstood, as though there were no apparent exceptions to thcse genern · results. 
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The natural variety in the iudividual c11aracter of man is so infinite, as wetl às the varied élrcum· 
tances undei· wbich each one is placed from birth, that no gcnera.I p~·iuciple eau be stated upon­
bis suhject, that will not admit of a few appare~1t exceptions; but'. 1 may add, i~ ail the ~ircum­
tances formino- the ori.,.inal oq?;anization, and 1f ail the extei:nal 111fl11ences acting upon 1t were 
rnown, tbese f;w appa1~11t excèptions coul.l be easily explainet.I, in conformity to the general prin-
.iplcs statcd.-For the principlcs of natural tbings, or, in other worrls, the laws of nature, ncvel· 
·ban~e for man, or for any eartbly affairs or pl'Oceedings whatever. , . 

No·w when the effects of religion, as it has heen hitherto tanght, and impressed upon tl1e buman 
·ace, shall be followed through ail their ramifications, il will be discove1·ed that. the reli_gion of tl1e 
vorld is the sole cause now of ail the disu1üon, hatred, uncb:iritableness, and crime, wh1ch pc.l'vade 
the population of the earth; and that, as long as tliis ig11ornnt and worldly religion shall betat1ght 
to mankind, it will IJe ulterly impracticahie to trnin men lo love one another, m· to have common 
·harity for each other. And ail who reflect, know, that until prnctic~I 111eas~1·es sh_all be devised 
to make them love each other in reality, and to ba\'e pure and genu1ne chanty, w1thout any un­
kindness in their dispositions for the whole family of uiankind, there will lie no bope on which to 
1·est for the geueral perrnauent ameliorat iou of the contlition of uur specics. No: the bappiness of 
man uever can be secured, uutil be shall be train~d from infaney in a k11owledge of trne religion, 
derived from the everlasting and unchangiu~ laws of nature, undefiled by any enors opposed to 
thusc laws, wbich, when understood, and houestly acte<l upon, will be sure to produce unÏ\·ersal 
love, charity, and harmony througl11mt the pop11latio11 of the world. 

Do you ask me the source of this truc and un<lefiled religion, from wl1ich these ail-important 
practical benefils are to arise ?-1 reply,-frum the daily and hourly declarntion of ail t1iose facts 
arouud us wbich announce the never to be misunderstood laws of that Power at p1·esent hidden 
from our senses, but which our intellectual facuilies assure u:; pervaùc and govern all the move-
ments of the univerGe. . 

These facts declare that man i11 not formed tO- <leciùe upon his own individual convictions or lais 
feelings; tl1at these ever have been, and from his nature, ever must.be formed for him; tl1at it is au 
error of the most lamentable description, involviug the human race in unceasing perplexities and 
contrndictions, and which en.gender ail man11er of i11justice and crimes, to attempt t.o make hin:i in 
any degree accountable for the 011e or the other; and that auy institutions foundi:d on uotions op­
posed to these eternal tacts, can iead only to the destruction of the rational faculties of the human 
1·ace, and fil! them, as they are at this day, with cvery evil thought and feeling, an<l stimulate them 
to the most perverse and injnrious actions. 

But arc there no aùvantages derived from tbe •·cligion which has been hitherto taugbt to tl1e 
wodd to couuterbalauce these disadvanta;.:-es? 

1 have becn an!ently engaged in searclling for these advantages; I have been most conscienti­
'ously desirous of discovering where they con Id be foun<l, and in what manner thty act upon the 
human race. My search however for this purpose has bcen fruitless, for the more 1 have investi­
gated the subject, the greatcr are the number of ils disadvantages, and the advautages perpetnally 
diminish; and these convictions, facts, compcl me to receive contrary to my will and wishes. 

Ali the ad11antages whieh ·I am rnabled to discover from this n·ligion in any part of the world 
are, that after it bas coufoundcd and perplexed the i11tcllel'l11al and moral foculties of the human 
rnce as I have described, and sown the germs of C\'ery evil thought and ba<l feeling, and injurions 
at.:tion, it docs, Ly its artificial present re\vards and pnnishments; hy its promises to weak minds, 
of eteru al rewards and punishments, which none hut the must ignorant aud simple can be made to 
. liel'e; it does, l say, iu some slight <le~rer, counternct a part of the dire effects which the hatred, 
Jealousy, reveng-<'t malice, and every cvil passion which it engendea·s, would otherwise make abso­
lutcly insupportable; aud deslroy 1:ven the desire for the continuauce of life among auy portion of 
mankind. 

Jt first of ail creatf's evil of an incalc11lable magnitude, but wl1ich we will suppose to be repre­
~eute<l by a lllillion; this ha11ing been found by experience too mnch for humau nature to sustain, 
H has bten 1·eliel'ecl hy rewards and punishmeuts, t hreats and promises, to make the practice of the 
~ystem it generates in some degree bearable; and these effect a couuteracting 1·eliefwhich may be 

11 comparison of the milli!»'I <le11oti11g the extent of the evils whic.:h it Lrings upou munkind, be 
faidy cstimated by a number consideralily unùcr one lmndred. 

l\lan, from want of the means of acquiring real knowledge frorn infancy, inste:ul of spurious and 
fabe notions, is unconscious of the iuca!culable exteut of his degradatiou, or of the miseries which 
le is condemned to endure. ' ' 

And yet, rny frie11cls, neither priesthooil or laity, patrician or plebian, ignorant or leamed, poor 
or wealthy, or e\•en the governors of the world, are be11cfilte<l by this wrelched state of human 
c::.:iste~1ce! .1'."es, rny fr!ends, one :ind ail arc abj<·ct sla\'t's to a false and art ificial system of igno-
1·ai1ce 1tnbec1hty, rapac1ty, und cnme. 
. L~t us Now,_ fo_1· e\·er, put au end to it, by rcason a111l fil'mness and moral courage, dircctcd by 
Justice and unt1re111g kindness to ail who have the misfortune to Le tuaùe out· cippouents. 

1 have thus ~cry bricfly, considering the nature of the suhjcct, eudeavoured to explain to the 
~ea1~cst capac1ty the advnntages and disadvantagcs of religio11, as it lias hecn hithcrto taught, in 
formrng the character of man-as au individual, as one of a cougregatcd mass, as one who is not, 

11 ~ who ought to be, a memLer of the grcat family of maukiud, haviug a siucc•rc affection foi· each 
f 1ts mcmbers, and a pure and genuine ch:uity for cvcry varidy of thought anù fcelino- wlüch 

natun: and cùucation have forced them to receive. 
0 
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I ougl1t now to ex plain to you the ad,•antages and disadvantages of religion, .:is it ~1as heen hithe 

to taught, in governing the. world; for the wo.dd has been.govern~d un?er the d1r~ct 111flnen~es of th 
religion which 1 have descr1bed. But your. tune upou th1s occaswn will not admit of eutermg upo 
this also higbly important part of tlrn snbJect. lt shall lie entered upon at the first convemen 
season. Now for the application ofthese principles lo practicc. 

You hal'e been often told, my friends, that my views of human nature, anrl of human society, an~ 
'Visionary and impracticable, but you have heen always tolù so by men who have heen traim·d from r 
infancy solely in imaginary notions, and who know nothing about the prnctice, heyond the common 
indiYidual proceedings of domestic life, or some favourite theory regarding it, of some inexpc1·ien<'ed 
modern political economist, wl10 bimself knows little of practice, heyon<i his books a\td liis closet,. 
and the immense store of useless, and very often mischie\•Ôns, learning which his library possess1!s .. 

On the contrary, my Jife has been a life of continued practice directed by priuciplrs llerivt:d fromJ 
or formed by, extensive practice. I attend, therefore, to the sayiugs of :l1ese men, many of whotn 
ai·e learned and well intentioned, as l would to those of a man born blind, who had heen tanght to 
belicve be cou Id give valuable knowledge respecting shacles of colou1· to those possessing the full 
use of their eyes. 

Tbose who are truly intelligent, practical men, know tlrnt tl1e population of the world is wofully 
cJefident Ïll arrangements to give the rising generation a useful or good eùucation, to give thcm 
benf'.ficial employment, or to create sincere affection and pnre charity among the111. Until those-• 
who profcss to be your teachers shall ins~ruct you in the kno\Vled~e of the principles and practicej! 
by which you can attain these-the first and most important objects of human existence-they are 
JJot prepared to be you1· instructors; they only waste yonr time and talents in giving you much 
nseless lore respecting antiquity, or some modern absunlities directly oppose1l to tl1e every day ex. 
pcl"ience of every nflecting practical man. 

They think it practicable to well edncate a hnman being, while, from infancy, they endeavour t~ 
force him to believe that he must think, feel, and act, contrnry to his nature; that if he does not 
so think, feel, and act, he becomesan IMJllORAL being, and that be will he ETERNALLY punished 
ifhe will not become an UNNATURAL BEING. This, my friends, is a R11re and certain mode of 
eompelliog man to become an inconsistent irrational ht:ing, and they thus admirably succeed in 
making him to think and act from birth to death most irrationally. 

And this is the high-sounrling tenu EDUCATION which is now given,'nt the most enlightened era 
M tl1e world as it is called, to all o.f human kind, or they are allowed to J'emain without any but 
BRUTE education. And as to the employment of the human race, undei- the direction of modern 
wisdttm, allowing, as they tenn it, every individual to act right in his own eyes, while each one is 
well trained in ignoJ'ance, and no man bas any real freedom of speakin!{ his thoul!hls, .or acting as 
he feels and knows would be beneficial for all, he is irresistibly carried fonvard in the miclst of the 
irrational circumslances in which be is placed, to aicl in making the already too rich more wealthy, 
and sinking the all'eady too poor iuto a lower state of poverty. 

These enlightencd men of modern days, who say to the rich public (who, ifthey were really well· 
informetl, could immediately, and beneficially to themselves, put an end to the poverty, or fcar of 
it; which exists), leave hnman affairs alone; they wi!l, sometirne or other, right thcrmelves; every 
thing is ~6ing on well; the wealthy are enjoying themselves, and are becomini; daily more wealthy 
by tlle inrproved powers with which new mechanism aids the prnclucer to toi! for them, and Hl the 
same time to render it Jess nccessary t:or the labourer to be paid as m11ch as lie ha<l before for bis 
labour. It is true that many of the producers will be stai·ved to rleath for a few centmics under 
this system, and ail of tltem will have continually iucreasing <liffirnllirs to eneounter; but ncvcr 
mincl that, the rich will always be doiug well, and in due lime eYery thing will find its lcvel. 

Yes, my friends, thesc economists are right, every thing will find ils own lcvel by wise measures 
or by violence. And their 11rinciples, if much longer continue<!, will iudecd find theil' level, for 
tbey will be sure to !end to violence; while the principles and practices which l rccommcnd fo 
your adoption will remove all cause for, and therefore fear of, violence. 

The absurdity of the manner in which the people of the united ki11gdom are now cmployed, ca 
be cqualled only by the absurdity of the folly which is forced into the minds of the population o 
the world from infancy, under the name of some sect or other of religion. 

Then, my friends, we have been told through tl1ousands of genera tions, and truly told, that th 
world will never be at peace, or in a rutional stale of existe.nec, until the means sh:tll be discovere 
and inlroduced into general practiée, to m11ke men love ouc another, and to have charit y for on 
another. 

1 ask you, rny friends, whelher you think men have more charity and love for each otl1er no 
tban they ha<l four, five, or six thousanrl years ago? 

:For rny own conscientious belief is that thcy have much Jess . Two days ago I was tohl in corn 
pan y of some very respectable conscient ions religious persnns, and a clel'iryman of the Evangelica 
persuasion or sect, and by a very good, humaue, aud worthy Christian, who I am sure felt a dee 
interest in my conversion to bis faitb, tbat if 1 did uot believe as he did, or if [ continued to believe 
as I publicly declare to ail men l do believe, tbat 1 should be etcrnally burned in hell fbmcs, an 
for ever torme11tc1l hy the devil and bis angels. 

So, l tho~ght, t~is is Christian knowkdge and Christian charity in the nineteenth centmy. 
pretty spec1men tins, truly, of credulity, imbecility, aud inconsistencv. To imagine for one mo 
ment, that an Existence, said to be infinitely wise, good, and powerfnl,- should create; being calle 
~a~, and give him a_n organ!zation whi~h co~pels him to believe according to the strongest ('On 
v1ct1on made upon lus facult1es, and wh1ch behef he, of himself, ha.s no power to change; and ye 



.r.,r thal belief and tl1is ail wise all gooil and ail powerful Existence, wlio givcs bclicfnnd disbclicf, 

.,. , , ' . 1 d'' ball punish the work ?fhis ow11 h.ands by tor~nents w.h.1c11 shall 1ave 110 en .. 
Yet, my friends, w hile from my rnmost feehn!!"S. l p1 t1ed t.he mental weakness o~ my host, .I loved 

tbe man the more for the warmth and houesty ofh1s expression, and foi· the deep mterest wlnch he 
evideutly felt in my welfare and eternal h:1ppiness. . . . 

This party were of the class of minds, No. l : tl1ey are amiabll', possess the best mtent1ons, will 
niake many sacrifices to do good in thefr own way, and are what are c:1lled the bcs~ moral men JU 

society; and this is the highest aud best character that religion, as Il ha~ bcen lnthcrto tanght, 
can create for man. And yet, my friends, you sec it is full of the most glal'lng defcct~ .. 

Now, if it be possible to make men love one another as they love th.cm~clves, and to imbu~ thei:n 
from infancy with 1·eal charity, pure and genuine as it ought to ex1st m every created berng~ 1t 
must be effected tluough very different principles, and by a ''ery differcnt pract1ce from any wh1ch 
the world bas yet seen or known. . . 

These beavenly results can be attained only thrnugh a knowl edge of the religion of nature, the 
only religion that ever has been or can be true. And this religion, wben. it shall he <levelope<l. to 
be world and wl1eu it shall be folly untlerslood, au<l when it shall be fa1rly and honestly apphed 

to practi~e, will he fuund competent to make eve1·y man love bis neighbour as himselt~ anà to 
have like charity for olhers that he feels othe,.s, to bcjust, ought to have for him ! ! 

When this religion, of high intelligence and pPrfeo::t purity, shall be introduceù, and not bcfol'c, 
there will be" peace on earlh and good-will to man;" tl1en shall the lion lie down w1th the lamb, 
ancl war and famine and pestilence and poverty and evil speaking among men shall he known no more! 

\Vhen next we meet, l will ex plain to you this religion of consistent principle and practice, that 
all men may fully understand it, and understanding its principles, may, without delay, introduce it 
~nto universal practice for the well being and happiness of the whole human race. 

Mt'. OWEN then proposed the following Resolutions; after which some persons, and part icularly 
l\lr. OsGooo, attemptcd to address the Meeting ugaiust the reasoning of Mr. ÜWEN, but it was 
impossible for them to obtain a hearing :-

RESOLUTlONS. 
1. That the thoughts antl feelings of ail men are by theh- organization, or human constitution, 

fol'rned for them. 
2, That the thoughts and feelings of ail men create their will, and that the union of their 

l10ugbts, feelings, and will, in ail cases, stimulate to action and form the moral charactcr and con­
iluct of every individual. 

3. Thal consequently, it does not be long to the constitution of man, or the original natmc of his 
constitution, that there can be merit or demel'Ït in tl1e opinions or feelings of a single human bcing. 

4. That to force a belief of an opposite character, or that there is merit or demerit in the in<livi­
µal for his opinions or bis feelings, is directly calculated te produce disorder and confusion over 

the world; to engender all manner of crime, and especially to rende1· il impracticable to prorluce 
love and cbarity among the human race. • 

5. That therefore true priuciples in accordance with hnman nature, and all nature, are now irnpe­
atively demanded to relieve the world from ignorance and crime, and violent feelings of batl'ed and 
nger, threatening to exterminate those who hold opposing opinions in religion and policy. 
6. That these principles 1leclare that full and perfect liberty of conscience is the birthright by 

ature of every human being. 
7· Tbat consequently moral truth consists alone in the plain undisguised expressions of our l'Eal 

houghts and feelings. . 
8. That moral truths, however, 01· the conscicntions convictions of individuals, and the everlast. 

ng truths of nature, have no nccessary connexion with each othcr, but are now generally opposcd 
o each other. 

9. That this opposition betwccn the moral truth of individuals and the ever\asting truths of 
1ature, necessarily produce an irrational state of hunian existence . 
. IO. That the unavoidahlc condition of this state of society is to clisorganizc al! the rational facul-
1es of bu man nature, and to convert thcm into wild and discordant imaginations. 

11. That, in consequence, the human race is, at this moment, over all the earth, involved in 
niversal pcrplcxitics, contradictions, and feelings directly hostile Io their wcll-beillg and happiness. 

H?. That, every wbcrc, poverty, or an excess of injnrious wealth abounds.-That ignorance and 
elfishness form the chief qualities in the character of every inàividual; and misery pervadcs the carth. 

13. That this is the trne state of society, which these fundameutal errors have produccd in ail 
ountt-ies deemed the most clvilized. 

14. That, at this moment, this is the true state of the British Empire. 
15. That there is no possibility of changing this lamentable condition of the hum an race, except 

Y the discovery of the means by which moral truth, or the conscientious convictions that men are 
ow -compclled to receive from their birth, shall be, in every instance, made in full accord:rnce with 
Il the everlasting truths of nature, 

16. That as moral truth is now in almost every instance ùirectly opposed to ail ascertainecl facts 
r real knowle~gc, the prog-ress of the knowledge of facts, lately made by scientific men, will now 
nable us to unitc ail moral with ail the everlasting truths of nature, and thus, out of mental and 
oral chaos, produce m_ental and moral order and harmony, and thereby obta~n and sccurc, for the 

.uman ~ace, that gen?me charity, pUl'e affection, and permanent happiness which the compara­
ively w1se ~~d good, mail ages, have darkly foreseen and foretold, would, at JOme future period, 

the cond1hon of mankind. 
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