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LECTURE ON THE NEW RELIGION.

-

TnE Meeting was called by Mr. Owen, and was respectably and numerously attqnde&, there
being upwards of 1090 persons assembled. At one o’clock Mr, Owex took the Chair, and pro-
ceeded to address the Meeting as follows:

Under the new circumstances of general political excitement, which have lately arisen .through-
out the civilized part of the globe, not one practical step can be wisely taken, in the improve-
ment of society, upon a firm and permanent base, uutil it shall be calmly and temperately de-
cided, whether the foundation of all new arrangements to ameliorate the condition of the hu=+
man race shall bereligion, and what religion ; or facts derived from all the past and present ex«
perience of mankind. .

* 'This is now a vital question of paramount interest to the human race, and must be decided,
not by angry feelings, or the violence of passion, or the errors of country, or by prejudices of
any kind, but by facts which canaot deceive, and by self-evideut deductionsfrom those facts.

In the examination of this sutject, so deeply involving the highest interests of humanity, 1
will endeavour to avoid hurting the feelings of any of my fellow.beings as much as truth will ads
mit; and I trust every speaker to-day will also endeavour to keep in mind; that we do not meet

ere for personal contest, but to elicit, if possible, high and important traths that mady be ap=
plied to practice for the permanent benefit of all.
_Hitherto the character of man has been formed, and the world has been governed, under the
direct influence of what is called religion ; and facts to day prove what that character has bee
formed to be, and how the nations of the earth have been governed. ' :

« Alliwill admit that the character of man is no where what it ought to' bé; and also that no
country has yet been rationally governed to promote permanently the general advantage of its
population. ) pos
I'?-is, therefore, a legitimate object of enquiry to ‘ascertain the real cause of these errors and
evils. 1 3 ;

Under the arrangements which have hitherto existed for cdueating and governing man, four
general characters have been produced among the human race. ;

These four classes of characters appear to be formed, under the past and present arrangéments
of society, from four different original organizations at birtli, which may be numbered oné, twoy
three, and four. foas

No. 1. May be termed the conscientious religious in all countries. :

No. 2. Unbelievers in the truth of any religion, but who strenuously support the religion of
their country, under the conviction that, although religion is not necessary to iusure their own
gvod conduct, it is eminently required to compel others to act right.

No. 8. Unbelievers who openly avow their disbeliefin the truth of any religion, such as Deists,
Atheists, Sceptics, &e. &e. but who do not perceive the laws of nature relative to man as an in-
dividual, or when united in a social state, "

No. 4. Disbelievers in all past and present religions, but bélievers in the eternal unchanging
laws of the universe, as developed by facts derived from all past experieuce ; and who, by a
careful study of these facts, deduce from them the religion of nature. g

Class No. 1. is formed, under certain circumstatecs, from those original organizations whicki
possess at birth strong moral and weak intellectual faculties. They usually become amiable,
honest according to the religious notions they receive, good natured, and what are called in the
present défective state of the human character, the good members of society, They very seldom
govern any class, sect, party, or country, asindividuals, but they have considerable influence
when acting in a body as a party, for they are numerous in all civilized countries. {

Class No. 2. is composed of those individuals who by natnre possess a smaller quantity of
moral, and a larger quantity of intellectual, faculty. Of those who have sufficient intellect to
discover the most glaring inconsistencies between all religious and undisputed facts, and there<
fore are compelled to disbelieve the truth of any religion, but who are deficient, under existing
circumstances, in intellectual capacity to proceed farther in the investigation of the laws of na<
ture, and without sufficient moral faculty to declare their disbelief in the truth of religion. They
have also too little intellectual faculty to discover the incongruity of their own opinions or no=
tions; that, although conscientious belief in religion is not necessary to make them good and

o=

useful members of society, yet it is absolutely requisité to make otber men honest.

They are therefore unavoidably hypocrites upon almest all occasions, or act from thoughts
and feelings not publicly expressed.  Usually these men, who are endowed with much cunning,
called worldly wisdom, and with physieal activity, are, under the existing system of the world,
at the head of every class, sect, profession, party, and country ; and from it, in all nations, the
aristocracies are generally formed. The number of this original constitution of mind is conside=
rable, perhaps equal to No. I, ;

Class No. 8. is composed of men of strong moral and moderate intellectnal faculty ; of men
who Possess as much intellectual faculty as enables them to perceive the discordance between
;:"uthte religions of the world and the geperal facts around them ; also to discover that if religion

g t}? necesse'xry to make them honest, it is.not required to make others conscientious: bnving
at the same time as much moral faculty as'to induce them, in opposition to their worldly inte-

Yests, to express their conscientious convictions in opposition to the religious notions or dugs |
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mas of the country they inhabit ; but yet without sufficient intellect, educated and placed as th
have been, to investigate sufficiently for practice the laws of human nature and of society.

These characters are much abused by classes Nos. 1 and 2, and have hitherto suffered all man-
ver ofinjustice from them, owing to their superiority of intellect to thejfirst, and their superiority of
intellect and moral faculty to the second. They are not very numerous; chiefly in consequence of
the obstacles which the present system places in the way of moral honesty. ;

Class No. 4. comprises those who, by nature, possess a high degree of intellectual and moral
faculty ; who distinctly, perceive the opposition which exists between the fundamental notions
on.which, alone, all religions rest, and the everlasting laws by which man is governed, from his
caxliest formation to his decomposition at death ; who can trace in their minds the necessary re-
sults of these laws when they shall be applied in practice, and who can comprehend a highly im-
proved state of human existence, formed in all its parts in unison and perfect aceordance  with
those laws ; who have also suflicient moral faculty to discover the vast superiority of truth over
falsehood in the intercourse between man and maun, and who possess moral courage sufficient sto
contend openly against what they are compelled to believe are the errors of antiquity. This class.
of natural minds, under the present ignorance relative to the ifnprovement of human organiza-
tion,:is. not numerous; it has, along with some of class No. 3, supplied the martyrs of former
days, and they are always prepared to go to the stake if necessary, to promote the advaunce
of general knowledge, and permanently to increase the happiness of the human race. When men
shall Jearn real wisdom, through a rational education,and be taught to understand the laws of
their nature, and to aet upon them, the original organization of almost all human beings will
be formed of these qualities, :
-4 We thus see, that as long as the character of man shall be formed under the influences of reli-
gion, as it has been hitherto taught to mankind, and as long as the world shall continue to. be
governed under these 1nfluences, the four preceding characters which have been described will,
with endless and small varieties, be produced. And the necessary consequence of training
the present varied organization of man to acquire these artificial characters is to degrade human
nature, and to instil into the human race every couceivable crime, and to afflict it with every
conceivable misery.
~+In the first class are produced not only many amiable weak men, asthe modern evangelists of
this and other Christian countries, but also in cases where the physical powers are strong, the
furious bigot equally conscientious with the former, but who keeps all around him in a continual
state of ignorant excitement, which generates endless practical injustice to those who cannot
think as he does. And as none of this class are ever permitted to investigate the laws of their
nature, but are trained from infancy to believe and not to think, and to talk at random respect-
iug the imaginary notions which they receive in their early years, there is not only a considera-
ble shade of difference amoug themselves, but there is alsoa most injurious antipathy created in
their minds to the members of the other three classes, but more especially to the 3d and 4th class,
who have too strong a feeling of morality to become hypocrites, and express their assent to
their irrational dogmas. y

In the second class, religion, as it is now taught, implants not only hypocrisy, but the worst,
feclings and passions that unnatural restraints upon nature’s laws can generate; and thus pro-
duce endless crimes and evils throughout society.

A disbelief in religion by those who possess by nature weak moral faculties engenders selfish-
ness, jealousy, revenge, hatred, anger, cunning, and every human depravity. Upon this class
ofmatural miuds, it is calculated to create every possible variety of bad character, and they are
found to be very numerous in every class, sect, and party, in all countries.

Nothing can be more melancholy than the effects which religion produces upon this class; it
destroys all that can be called honest principles in them, makes them enemies and opponents to
each other as well as tothe other three classes, and they thusconsiderably contribute to keep all
mankind at enmity, and prevent the existence of charity for the infinite diversity of opinion or
feeling, which under the present systemn is unavoidable, 1t is from this class that the far greater
part of the evils and miseries of human life proceed.

- Upon the third class religion produces the most unfavourable impressions. The individuals
of which it is composed cannot avoid detecting the inconsistent notions on which all religions
are founded, and of tracing the endless errors to which they lead in practice. They are quite
satisficd that of themselves, they cannot alter their convictions relative to these inconsistencies

“in principle and errors in practice ; and their moral sense is too strong to admit of them becoming

hypocrites, and saying, to please others, that they believe in the dogmas of religion when their
convictions are directly opposed to them. They therefore feel that they are honest; and when
the conscientious religious and those who have no conseientious religious feelings, but who pre-
tend to have them, apply abusive personal epithets to these moral opponents of religion, and
call them deists, atheists, sceptics, and endeavour to traduce their characters by every unfair
and unjust device that they can invent, they instil hafred and anger, and every evil passion
and feelinginto these men, who naturally are thus taught to consider all pretensions to religion
to be hypocricy; and that veligion itself is a monster of cruelty and injustice. Thus, instead
of kind feelings and genuine affection being engendered between man and man, through which
dispositions alone the world can ever beretormed and rendered happy, both parties are regularly
trained to become not only the secret, but the open cuemies of each other ; keeping the world in
a state of perpetual discord, and affording no hope of its termination. Were it not for the irra-

| tional feelings and conduct of the classes Nos. 1 and 2 with respect to this class, the latter would

aiwa;zs'become honest, well disposed, and comparatively intelligent members of society. As
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s, the mass of the unthinking part of every population is in direct hos,til_‘ity to them, and con~
quently they are opposed to this mass, and the worst passions and feelings of human nature
are thus made to be the every day practice of mankind. . " Ve S
Upou the 4th class religion produces the deepest commiseration for the ignorance, poverty,
wenkness, and crime, which it inflicts upon the human race. They cannot avoid seeing the re-
gular steps by which it is made to disorganize and disease the moral sense and mtellect_ual fa-
culties of all who are subject to its influence. They arecompelled to discover the gradations.by
which it generates anger and discord throughout society, and perverts a'all the superior qualities
of our nature into curses instead of blessings. They are penetrated with the keenest regret to
perceive the earth, which might be, with ease and pleasure to every one, made a terrestrial pa-
radise, remaining a vast, a wild, and a desert, solely for the want of 9u1t1vat10n 5 and its inha-
bitants generally; which might be formed into beings of'a far superior ordgr to any hitherto
known in the history of the human race, poor, weak, irrational creatures, askingfor bread, while
theyare surrounded by the most ample means, if properly used, tosupply an mexh'austlble store
of ‘every good thing that the heart of mau could require, and while he himself; with equal ease
and gratification, may be formed into a being of high mtell}gence, possessing the finest moral
seuse, filled with the purest affection and most genuine charity for all of his kind, and with,per-
fect good feelings for all that has life in the universe. ) 3ie S Bk
It is therefore impossible for this-class to know and witness this desolation of the earth, and
this degradation of their fellows, and not to feel an irresistible impulse to forego every private
* feeling and consideration, that they may assist the natious of the world to emancipate thems
selves from the depth of error in which they are now involved, and from the crimes and misery
with which, in consequence of this thick mental and moral darkness, they are now overwhelmed.
it is solely-for these purposes that we now, in the face of all nations, and in the centre of this
great metropolis, hold these public meetings, to which we invite all those who have moral cour
rage sufficient opeunly to meet error; under whatever specious name it may possess; or whatever
garb of disguise it may assume. ’ i 5l T
We are well aware of the hold which what is called religion, varied and oppesed as it is to itself
over the whole earth, has upon the confiding and upon the unthinking part of the papulation of
the world.. We kuow that for numberless years men of the second class of mind, who have hi=
therto governed maukind in all their affairs, have adopted every device they could, conceive;tp
make men not to think, but implicitly to confide in their ipse dizit upou the  most important
questions connected with their intellectual improvement and happiness, and especially upon the
subject of religion. i s olide
We cannot therefore be unconscious of the difficulties which we have to encounter, even at the
threshold of our proceedings, in placing before the public the real advantages and disadyvan-
tages of religion, as it has been hitherto taught, in forming the character of man, and in, gor
verning the world. oy ; Y eI
1 have endeavoured to explain the general effects produced by religion on the four most . pro-
minent divisions of our natural organization at birth, namely— " Fask
Ist. The weak of intellect, with a strong moral sense, which religion makes amiable and co
scientiously honest in their belief and dealings, as far as the inconsistencies of a weak ihteuq&;}{:
rendered still more weak by religious mysteries, will permit. o T
2d. Those with higher intellectual faculties, but having a weaker moral sense; these religion
makes into moral hypocrites, into selfish-and designing men, whose business through life 1s te
take advantage of the intellectual weakness and moral seuse of class No. 1. and to make them
their tools: or instruments by which they oppress the members of all classes, but especially those
of No. 3, who have been always most unjustly treated by this class for their opinions, when ho-
nestly and openly expressed. v :
%8d. Those who have a moderate share of intellect, and a large proportion of moral sense. Upon
these religion produces the most unfayourable results, by creating in them the greatest enmity
to the counscientious religious, and to the pretenders to religion ; and, in consequence, their lives
are usually passed in endless and fruitless countests with those in their families and neighbour-
hood; who belong to classes Nos. 1. and 2. TFinding that they are most unjustly abused for ex-
pressing the convictions which they are compelled to entertain, and that they are grossly ill-
treated for being conscientiously honest, the worst feelings of our nature are engendered within
them ; they imagine the whole human race to be their enemies, and that every man’s band is
against them. They are almost always reduced to poverty, and, by a continuation of unjust and
merciless oppressions, they are goaded ou from irritation to irritation, until their opposition to
the professors of religion and the institutions of society knows no bounds. A state of society is
thus created most unfavourable to an honest enquiry after truth, and to a condition of charit
and kindness between man and man; and nation and nation ; and endless cruelties are devised
and practised for the insave purpose of attempting te make men thinkalike upon imaginary ne-
tions in opposition to facts, and to the evidence of our senses. By this irrational conduct, en-
gendered solely by religion as it has been hitherto taught, men have been educated, from infancy
to become open or covert enemies to each other, and thus the millions are made to fall and” re-
sl @D €. Drey to a few, otherwise most weak, oppressors. Mo :
4th. Those w. have a large share of intellect, and whose moral sense is strong. Upon this
class of men, as s . n as their faculties are sufficiently ripe to observe, compare, reflect, and to
J.u,d,ge with accuracy religion produces many painful conflicts in their minds. They ardently
and sincerely wish t. -etain the belief forced upon them in childhood, in the divine origin and

ot
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untainted truth of the religion which they have been compelled to receive before their minds co
comprehendany part of it.—They begin to investigate its principles or dogmas, and are forecd
by the facts around them, and with the strength of their intellectual facultles., to compare these
dogmas with the facts around them, and with the laws of their own nature which they feel within
them ; and to their grief and dismay, they can discover no connection whatever between the dog-
mas of any religion, and the facts around them, or with the feelings of: their own nature. They
shrink from these first impressions of doubt as though they were committing the most henious of
all crimes ; yet they cannot, by any effort they can make, prevent their recurrence, As their
intellectual powers and moral sense increase with their years and experience, the discordancebe=
tween the doctrines of religion and facts, or the laws of nature, become daily more and more evi-
dent. Their first fears subside, their moral courage gradually increases, by degrees they in-
vestigate the foundation on which all religion rest ; they compare these with the unchauging laws
of human nature, and to their utter surprise and astonishment, they are obliged most veluctantly
to come tothe conclusion, that there is not only no agrement between them, but that they are
in direct opposition to each other. They are therefore compelled to entertain the conviction, that
the facts of nature as they are presented to our senses, are not facts but delusions; and that all
the religions in the world, as hitherto taught, are the inventions of human creatures before they
had acquired snfficient knowledge from experience to govern man except by the hopes and fears
of future endless happiness or misery : devices which they formed before they had discovered that
man could be far better trained and governed by real knowledge than by inconsistent notions in-
yvented by men weak, but cunning, to keep the mass of mankind in the very infancy of ignorance,
and to retain them in mental helplessness.

Ascertaining these important results, the men possessing by nature strong intellectual facul-
ties and a high moral sense, cannot avoid feeling an irresistible desire to set their fellows free
from the mental bondage which enslaves all their superior faculties and feelings, while their in-
ferior mental qualities and their worst passions are cultivated most successfully. These men
therefore look around in every direction to ascertain in what manuer they must commence
their task. !

With their knowledge of human nature and of the laws which govern it, they cannot have any
hostile or unkind feeling for any portion of mankind ; they therefore desire to perform their task
with the greatest mildmess and geutleness that will permit them to accomplish the great and
good objects which they have in view.
 Butafter every attempt not to wound the feelings of their weak bretheren, they discover that
while the imaginary notiouns relative to religion shall be forced into the infant mind, they can
make little or no progress; and however unwilling they may be to hurt the artificial consc¢ience
which has been formed iu their fellow-creatures by the dogmas taught to children in all countries,
they find that it is utterly impracticable to benecfit th¢ human race without destroying all the
errors of all the religions in the world. y

This difficult but most important task must be effected to enable them to lay a solid and per-
manent foundation for that knowledge which can alone train man to have genuine charity and
pure affection for all mankind. They know it is not only an easy bat a Jelightful employment to
teach the human race truth, without any error from infancy. But they also know, from ‘all past
experience, that it is the most difficult and dangerous of all tasks'in which man can engage, to
attempt to unlearn or disabuse the adult mind of those errors and prejudices onthe subjeet of re-
ligion, which have been with the greatest care and industry taught to them from their birth.

‘We are now prepared to enquire what are the advantages of religion, as it has been hitherto
taught, upon the four classes of original organization. But first it is necessary to state what re<
ligion is, as it has been hitherto taught under all the various sectarian names and forms, which
the priesthoad in different countries have given to it. .

Religion then, as it has been hitherto taught, is an attempt to force mankind to think against
the evidence of their senses and of all facts, that there is merit of the highest order in believing
what the priests say their votaries ought to believe, and the deepest of all demerits in not believ«
ing these dogmas, which they one and all, whatever may be the name and form which they sup-
port, agree to call divine truths. And also in a similar attempt to compel ‘mankind to believe,
against the evidence of their senses and of all facts, that there is equal merit in loving real and
imaginary beings and things, such as they recommend to love, and in hating real and imaginary
beings and things, such as they recommend to be hated; and likewise, that their votaries, what-
ever name they may bear, shall be eternally rewarded or punished for so believing or disbelieving,
and for so loving or hating.

Whatever sectarinus may say to the contrary, this is the religion, stripped of all mystery, which
aloue has ever yet been taught to the inhabitauts of the earth.

It is the religion, in all its naked deformity, which is, at this day, alone, taught in every country
in the world where any religion is known. It is against this religion I have contended, and ‘it is
probable I shall contend agaiust it to the last hour of my life.

Now when the eyes of men shall be opened, when they shall acquire the power to investigate
facts, to observe with accuracy, cause, and effect, and to see all things within the range of their
senses as they really are; all well know that this religion could not originate with a wise and good
power, but that it must proceed from an jgnorant and malevolent power.

_ Because each of these notions have necessarily a most demoralizing influence over the four ge-
uera[classes of organization which are given to mankind at birth, under the present neglect of
forming a superior organization for the human race,
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n the class of minds No. 1. this veligion has a direct tendency to weaken the intellectual fa-
es ;3 and it often does so to an extent which reduces the rational part of those faculties to the
west state—sometimes, indeed, to their utter destruction. Experience teaches us that religion,
in all countries, is oue of the most common causes of insanity. But religion upon this class of
minds also perverts the moral sense, and instead of forming it to hecome tenac)pus or conscientious
in supporting real virtue, it ismade by it to countenance many of the worst vices under the spe:
cious name of virtue. They ave forced by it to love those who have been taught to believe the same
ervors which they have been made to imbibe, and to dislike or hate those who have been compelled
to believe some other dogmas different from their own, or perhaps-even truths free from all error.
They are by this religion trained and eduecated to believe almost every thing in opposition to the
evidence of their own senses, and at.the same time to have their reasoning faculties so far destroyed
as to be wholly uncenscious of the existence of any incongruity between facts and their belief.
They are very generally formed by it to become irrvational conscientious beings, which i s the least
injurious character that superstition is capable of producing out of the four great divisions of hu-

man organization.

Upon the class of minds, No. 2, religion, as it has been hitherto taught, produces the most mis-
chievous resultsin forming their chavacter. It gives the worst possible direction o their intel-
lectual faculties by preventing them from acquiring a knowledge of truth, and receiving ideas only
from facts, and all therefore consistent with each other; to the acquisition of aspecies of false
knowledge known by the term cunning, which in all situations in life enables them to take advan-
tage of the honest or conscientious class No, L. and, through their ignorance and simplicity, to
overwhelm with injustice and every kind of abuse class No. 3, and to make a formidable stand even
to the open, disinterested, and magnanimous proceedings of class No. 4.  Witness the persecutions,
and punishments, and often violent deaths, of many of the greatest minds that the world has pro:
duced throngh all the past ages. In consequence of this class of mind being thas trained to become
cunning, instead of being rationally educated, as it might be, under other arrangements, and made
to become truly wise, and to possess real knowledge, valuable for a superior practice among man-
kind, the world is governed by the most intricate and crooked policy. The government of all na-
tions is therefore unavoidably under the direction of cunning and craft, instead of sound wisdom
or real knowledge; and this must continue, until some minds possessing a large portion of intellect
and a high moral sense, shall unite their efforts, and by a generous enthusiasm in the cause of uni-
versal humanity, shall induce the governments of the most civilized nations also tounite their ef~
forls to adopt decisive practical measures to change this wretched state of human existence for
one governed under rational institutions.  Were this change to be effected, the class of minds No. 2;
now under consideration, would not only have its intellectual faculties greatly improved by propes
cultivation, but its naturally weak moral sense daily rendered weaker under the present irrationat
Institutions of Society, wounld be continually strengthened and enlarged until, at matured age; ‘it
would be equal to every useful practical purpose, and become greatly superior to any immoral temp-
tations that could exist under the proposed change of principle in governing the affairs of mankindy

While this delusion, under the name of religion, produces over the whole world these meluncholy
results upon the class of minds of Nos. 1 and 2, it has a most unfavourable influence wpon class
No. 3, who, under a rational system for the moral government of mankind, would hecome very va<
luable members of society. Having a strong moral sense of right and wrong, having sufficient in-
tellect by nature to perceive many of the inconsistencies of what men call religion, and being by
their nature strongly impelled to act right, according to their best conceptions of it; they honestly
avew their disbelief in religion, and, by so doing, they make themselves most obnoxious to theiy
fellow-beings belonging to classes Nos. 1. and 2. For those of class No. 1, being trained to be eon=
scientious believers in the religion which they have received from their infancy, and being taught
that all those who do not believe as theydo, upon what they ¢all the fundamentals of religion, are
dreMfully wicked, dangevous, and bad men, they shun thoseof class No.3 as though they werea
pestilence.  The necessary result of such treatment isnot only to injure the moral sense of No 1,
but also to stifleand pervert all the natural good qualities of class No. 3; and to create within them
feelings of the strongest hatred and dislike to every one that possesses any religion, all of whony
they deem hypocritesaud bad men; and they usually make very little distinction in these respects
between classes No. 1 and No. 2, But their real persecutors are very seldom of class No. 1, who
are not only sincere in their belief, but often really kind and amiablein their manners, dispositions,
and general conduct. But class No, 2, who are necessarily hypoerites, and who almost always ap-
pear to be the greatest sticklers for, and the most violent and boisterous in support of, the forms
and ceremonies of what may happen to be the religion of the country in' which they live, ave the
greatest enemies of class No. 3 ; for not being restrained in consequence of their weak moral sensé
from committing acts of injustice when custom and law support them, and believing that all men
ought to think and act as they do in sustaining all old institutions, they devise all manner of vexs
atious proceedings by which to injure and torment their hitherto unfortunate neighbours, No. 3.—
Iu.this manner dees religion render the lives of these poor oppressed and depressed individuals ‘an
existence of continued misery, making them, through their sufferings, detest the very name of relis
gion, as well asits votaries. . These hostile feelings act and re-act upon the respective classes, until
they lose all feeling of affection and charity for each other, as much as though they did not belong
to the same but to opposite species of beings ; and thus is hatred, crime, and misery made to per-
vade those minds, which, if formed under rational institutions, would be free from erime, full of
charity and love, and unscquainted with migery of any kind, : : 32153 ; :

[}
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Religion as it has been hitherto faught to class Ne. 4, inflicts upon them, in the early pa
their lives, great evils of another description. As they possess by nature superior intellectua
culties and moral sense, they are forced to receive certain doctrines taught in the country in whi
they are born, and live,as divine truths; and in all cases they ardently desire to think and act mos
conscientiously in accordance with those supposed heavenly instructions for which they are full
prepared by their strong natural moral feelings. ~As soon, however, as they are put in possession o
a certain number of these said to be divine truths, their intellectual faculties cannot avoid coma
paring them, first, with each other, and then with the facts which their senses have made known to
them. This natural and necessary progress of their minds compells them to perceive the glaring
incongruities between these so called divine truths, oune with another, and between all thesedivine
truths, and all the ascertained facts and known laws of nature. These oppositions and contradic-
tious alarm their moral feclings —they dread unbelief in divine truths—they compare and cxuminei
again and again—they investigate with ail the order and honesty natural to such minds; hut the
farther they extend their inquiries after real truth, the greater distance they are compelled to disco-

ver is, between it and what they have been educated to call—divine truths. (

Their minds are then perplexed ; they becorie full of alarming anxieties about what has heen
called the soul, and while they remain in this state of doubtand darkness theirmisery is great indeed

But as their intellectual faculties increase towards maturity—as their moral sense becomes miore;
enlarged and tenacious of what is true and right, and as ‘their knowledge of undisputed facts, or
their experience advances day by day, they, at length, acquire sufficient moral courage to ask them:-
selves what is truth, and where is it to be found free from error?: They becomeconscious that there
can be no discrepancy in truth ; that one truth, of necessity, can never be opposed to another truth:
That it is a necessary law of nature that each individual truth must be in harmony, and in strict ae-
cordance, with every other truth in the universe. That, consequently, the universe is one great
truth, and that every single fact is a part, and a uecessary part, to form that one great truth, which
is alone the essence of all power and knowledge. When the minds of this class have advanced thus
far, they distinctly perceive the intensity of the darkness in which the intellectual facalties of men
have been enveloped. That they have been, as it were, confined within an ‘impeuetrable shell f
ignorance, and they become filled with an irresistible desire to break that shell, and to burst forth
into the full light of intellectual and moral day, and enjoy all the advantages of ‘its vivifying influs
ence.  They desire knowledge for their fellow-beings ; they desire superior dispositions and habits
for them; they desire their permanent happiness. = They discover the means by which this know=
ledge, these dispositions aud habits, and this happiness may be givén and secured to them. They
occupy themselves in preparations to aid their fellow-beings in acquiring these advantages; and
they speedily find that religion, which, in their infancy and childhood, they were forced to receive!
as divine truth, and which had nearly perverted all their rational faculties, and giveun a false: direca
tion to their moral sense; is now, alone, the obstacle which stands in their way to prevént their!
making one step in practice, in arational conrse; to accomplish these objects.. They wish not te
offend any of their weak brethren who 'remain conscientious in the superstitions of their forefathers.
They know they are not just subjects for blame or punishment, but for commiseration and pity.
Thesemen of the 4th class canuot, however, allow their feelings of syiipathy and pity for a small
part of the present population of  the world to arrest their efforts fora good ofall their fellow beings
who are now alive, aud for those who shall exist through future generations. No, they are deeply
impressed with the magnitude and importance of the duty which they have to perform. They know
that it is utterly impracticable that truth and' error can be advantageously intermixed 5 that one or
the other of them must now, under somenew form, prevail and direct the future proceedings of
mankind.

They are convinced, that whatever atfempts may now be made to compel men to remain in their
present ignorance will be unsuccessful, and that the time is at hand when error must give place to
truth, They therefore deem it best for the real interest of all parties, now to come forward®and
meet error openly in the field of reason and fair argument. = And meet it, too, with kind feelings;
that the changes, which to them appear inevitable, may be effected beneficially for all partiesy
and that the spirit of anger and violence, which ignorance alone generates on account of a difference
of opinion and of feeling, should be allowed to die a natural death, and be for ever allayed.  Religion,
therefore, as it has been hitherto taught, materially injures the intellectual faculties of this class
during their childhood and youth, aud would effectually destroy them for all superior or rational
purposes, were it not for their strong moral sense; which, united with a daily growing intellectual
faculty, enables them to overcome all the obstacles which religion places in their way;and in defi-
ance of it, they become, in their matured age, the conscientious open advocates of truth without
any admixture of error. 2

Thus have I endeavoured to explain without prejudice or passion the real effects unavoidably
produced by religion, as it has been hitherto. taught, upon the four great general divisious of
human nature, or of man’s organization at birth.

The reflecting and intelligent in all countries know, that man from the hour of his birth becomes
materially the creature of the external circumstances which are allowed to act upon his organiza-
tion, and that the religion of his district is the most material of all those circumstances, in influ-
encing the formation of his matured character. |

I have fairly and houestly stated to you my most deliberate and conscientious convictions relative
to the advantages and disadvantages, which religion, as it has been hitherto taught, has had
forming the past and present character of the human race under its chief divisions. = Let m uot,
however, be misunderstood, as though there were no apparent exceptions to these genera’ results,
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atural variety in the individual character of man is: so infigite, as w§ll as the varied eircum-
under which each one is placed from birth, that no general principle ean be stated upon-
subject, that will not admit of a few apparent exceptions ; bnt,‘ I may add, if all the c}reum-
nees forming the original organization, and if all the e:ftemﬂ} mﬂuence's acting upon it were
known, these few apparent exceptions could be easily exp_lalned, in conformity to the general prin-
ciples: stated.—For the principles of vatural things, or, in other words, the laws of nature, never
change for man, or for any earthly affaivs or proceedings whatever., =
. Now, when the effects of religion, as it has been hitherto tanght, and impressed upon t})e buman
race, shall be followed through all their vamifications, it will be discovered tha( the rehglon of the
world is the sole cause now of all the disunion, hatred, unchayitableness, and crime, which pervade
the population of the earth ; and that, as long as this ignerant and worldly religion shall be taught
1o mankind, it will be utterly impracticabie to train mean to leve one another, or to have common
wharity for each other. And all who reflect, know, that until practical measures shall be devised
1o make them love each other in reality, and to have pure and genuine charity, without any un-
kindness -in their dispositions for the whole family of waunkind, there will be uno hope on which to
rest for the general permanent amelioration of the condition of vur species. No: the happiness of
man never can be secured, witil he shall be trained from infaney in a knowledge of true religion,
derived frem the everlasting and unchanging laws of nature, undefiled by any errors opposed to
those laws, which, when understood; aud honestly acted upon, will be sure to produce universal
Jove, charity, and harmony throughout the population of the world. ’
' Do you ask me the source of this true and undefiled religion, from which these all-important
practical benefits are to arise >—I reply,—from the daily and bourly declaration of all those facts
around us which announce the never to be misunderstood laws of that Power at present hidden
from our senses, but which our intellectual faculties assure us pervade and govern all the move-
meats of the universe. / :

| These faets declare that man is not formed to decide npon his own individual convictions or his
feelings ; that these ever have been, and from his nature, ever wust.be formed for him; that it is an
‘error of the most lamentable description, involving the human race in unceasing perplexities. and
‘contradictions, and which engender all manuer of injustice and crimes, to attempt to make him in
any degree accountable for the one or the other ; and that avy institutions founded on notions op-
posed to these eternal facts, can lead only to the destruction of the rational faculties of the human
race, aud fill themn, as they are at this day, with every evil thought and feeling, and stimulate them
to the most perverse and injurious actions.

. But are there no advantages derived from the religion which has been hitherto taught to the
orld to counterbalance these disadvantages?

.. L have been ardently engaged in searching for these advantages; I bave been most conscienti-
nusly desivous of discovering where they could be found, and in what manuner they act upon the
Luman race. My search however for this purpose has been fruitless, for the more I have investi-
rated the subjeet, the greater are the number of its disadvantages, and the advantages perpetually
diminish; and these couvictions, facts, compel me to receive contrary to my will and wishes.

Ii All the advantages whichi I am enabled to discover from this religion in any part of the world
are, that after it has confouunded and perplexed. the intellectual and moral faculties of the human
sﬁ'uce as I bave described, and sown the germs of every evil thought and bad feeling, and injurious
@action, it does, by its artificial present. rewards and punishments ; by its promises to weak minds,
iof eternal rewards and punishments, which none but the most ignoraut and simple can be made to
believe ; it does, 1 say, in some slight degrec, counteract. a part of the dive effects which the hatred,
Jealousy, revenye, malice, and every evil passion which it engenders, would otherwise make abso-
lately insupportable; and destroy even the desive for the continvance of life among any portion of
mankind,

It first of all creates evil of an incalenlable magnitude, but which we will suppose to be repre-
seuted by a million ; this having been found by experience too much for human nature to sustain,
it has been velieved by rewards and punishments, thieats and promises, to make the practice of the
system'it generates in some degree beavable ; and these effect a counteracting velief which may be
b comparison-of the millioa denoting the extent of the evils which it brings upon mankind, be
fairly estimated by a number considerably under one hundred.

Man, from want of the means of acquiring real knowledge from infancy, instead of spurious and
false notious, is unconscious of the iuca!(;uluble extent of his degradation; or of the miseries which
he isicondemned 1o endure. b
And yel, my fricuds, neither priesthood or laity, patrician or plebian, ignorant or learned, poor
m"weﬂllhy, or even the governors of the world, are benefitted by this wretched state of human
Lxistence! Yes, my friends, one and all ave abject slaves to a false and artificial system of igno-
rance imbecility, rapacity, and crime.

Let us Now, for ever, put an end to it, by reason and firmness and moral courage, directed by
ustice and untireing kindness to all who have the misfortune to be made our opponents.

1 have thus very briefly, considering the nature of the subjeet, endeavoured to explain to the
meancst capacity the advantages and disadvautages of religion, as it has been hitherto taught, in
forming the character of man—as an individual, as one of a congregated mass, as one who is not,
Ju!; who ought to be, a member of the great family of mankind, having a siucere aflection for each
pf its members, and a pure and genuine charity for cvery variety of thought and feeling which
hature and education have forced them to receive: p
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- T ought now to explain to you the advantages and disadvantages of religion, as it has been
to taught, in governing the world; for the world has been governed under the dlre.ct mﬂuen!:es o
religion which I have described. Bul your time upon this occasion will not admit of eutering uj
- this also highly important part of the subject. 1t shall be entered upon at the first conveni

season. Now for the application of these principles to practice.
" You have been often told, my friends, that my views of human nature, and of human society, are:
visionary and impracticable, but you have been always told so by men who have been trained froui,
infaney solely in imaginary notions, and who know nothing about the practice, beyond the common
individual proceedings of domestic life, or some favourite theory regarding it, of some inexperienced.
modern political economist, who himself knows littie of practice, beyond his books apd his closet)
dnd the immense store of useless, and very often mischievous, learning which his library possesses,,

Ou the contrary, my life has been u life of continued practice directed by priuciples derived fromy
or formed by, extensive practice. 1 attend, therefore, to the sayings of these men, many of whon
are learned and well intentioned, as 1 would to those of a man born blind, who had been tanght
believe he could give valuable knowledge respecting shades of colour to those possessing the ful
useof their eyes. y

Those who are truly intelligent, practical men, know that the population of the world is wofull
deficient in arrangements to give the rising generation a useful or good education, to give the
beneficial employment, or to create sincere affection and pure charity among them.  Until thos
who profess to be your teachers shall instruct you in the knowledge of the principles and practic
by which you can attain these—the first and most important objects of human existence—they ar
not prepared to be your instructors; they only waste your time and talents in giving you muc
useless lore respecting antiquity, or some modern absurdities directly opposed to the every day ex
perience of every reflecting practical man. ‘

They think it practicable to well educate a human being, while, from infancy, thiey endeavour t

force hiim to believe that he must think, feel, aud act, contrary to his nature; that if he does not
8o think, feel, and act, lie becomesan IMMORAL being, and that he will be ETERNALLY punishe
if he will not become an UNNATURAL BEING. This, my friends, is 2 sure and certain mode o
eompelling man ' to become an inconsistent irrational being, and they thus admirably sueceed i
making him to think and act from birth to death most irvationally.
And this is the high-sounding term EDUcATION which is now given,at tlre most enlightened era
of the world as it is called, to all of human kind, or they are allowed to remain without any but
BRUTE education. And as to the employment of the human race, under the direction of mode
wisdem, allowing, as they term it, every individual to act right in his own eyes, while each one ig
well trained in ignorance, and no man has any real freedom of speaking his thoughts, .or acting as
he feels and knows would be beneficial for all, he is irresistibly carried forward in the midst of the
irrational circamstances in which he is placed, to aid in making the already too rich more wealthy,
and sinking the already too poor iuto a lower state of poverty.

These enlightened men of modern days, who say to the rich public (who, if they were really well-
informed, could immediately, and beneficially to themselves, put an end to the poverty, or fear of
it; which exists), leave human affairs alone; they will, sometime or other, right themselves; every
thing is going on well; the wealthy are enjoying themselves, and are becoming daily more wealthy
by the improved powers with which new mechanism aids the prodacer to toil for them, and at the
same time to render it less necessary for the labourer to be paid as much as he had before for his
labour. It is true that many of the producers will be starved to death for a few centuries undet|
this system, and all of them will have continnally increasing difficulties to encounter; but never
mind that, the rich will always be doing well, and in due time every thing will find its level.

Yes, my friends, these economists are right, every thing will find its owa level by’ wise measureg
or by violence. And their principles, if much longer continued, will indeed find their level, fod
they will be sure to lead to violence; while the principles and practices which 1 recommend for
your adoption will remove all cause for, and therefore fear of, violence.
* The absurdity of the manaer in which the people of the united kingdom are now employed, can
be equalled only by the absurdity of the folly which is forced into the minds of the population of
the world from infancy, under the name of some sect or other of religion.

Then, my friends, we have been told through thousands of generations, and truly told, that the
world will never be at peace, or in a rational state of existence, until the means shall be discovered|
mn‘d_i;troduced into general practice, to make men love one another, and to have charity for one
another.

T ask you, my friends, whether you think men have more charity and love for each other now
than they had four, five, or six thousand years ago ?

For my own conscientious belief is that they have much less. Two days ago I was told in com
pany of some very respeciable couscientious religious persons, and a clergyman of the Evangelical
persuasion or sect, and by a very good, humane, and worthy Christian, who I am sure felt a deep
interest in my couversion to his faith, that if 1 did not believe as he did, or if [ continued to believe,
as 1 publicly declare to ali men I do believe, that I should be eternally burned in hell flames, and
for ever tormented by the devil and his angels.

So, 1 thought, thisis Christian knowledge and Christian charity in the nineteenth century.
pretty specimen this, truly, of credulity, imbecility, and inconsistency. To imagine, for one m
ment, that an Existence, said to be infinitely wise, guod, and powerful, should create a being call
man, and give him an organization which compels him to believe according to the strongest con:
viction made upon his faculties, and which belief he, of himself, has no power to change; and yef]
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at belief, and this all wise, all good, and all powerful Existence, who gives belief and disbelief,
| punish the work of his own hands by torments which shall have no end!!

Yet, my friends, while from my inmost feelings 1 pitied the mental weakness of my host, T loved
the man the more for the warmth and hovesty of his expression, and for the deep interest which he
evidently felt in my welfare and eternal happiness. . i 4 ;

This party were of the class of minds, No. 1: they are amiable, possess the best intentions, will
make many sacrifices todo good in their own way, and are what are called the best moral men in
society; and this is the highest and best character that religion, as it haga been hitherto taughs,
can create for man. And yet, my friends, you see it is full of the most glaring defects.

Now, if it be possible to make men love one another as they love th‘cmgclves, and to imbue them
from infancy with real charity, pure and genuine as it ought to exist in every created being, it
must be effected through very different principles, and by a very different practice from any which
the world has yet seen or known. i

These heavenly results can be attained only through a knowledge of the religion of nature, the
only religion that ever has been or can be true. And this religion, when it shall be developed' to
the world, and when it shall be fully understood, and when it shall be fairly and honestly applied
to practice, will be found competent to make every man love his neighbour as himself, and to
have like charity for others that he feels others, to be just, ought to have for him ! !

When this religion, of high intelligence and perfect purity, shall be introduced, and not before,
there will be ¢ peace on earth and good-will to man ;" then shall the Yion lie down with the lamb,
and war and famine and pestilence and poverty and evil speaking among men shall be known no more!

When next we meet, I will explain to you this religion of copsistent principle and practice, that
all men may fully understand it, and understanding its principles, may, withont delay, introduce it
into universal practice for the well being and happiness of the whole humnan race. )

Mr. OWEN then proposed the following Resolutions; after which some persons, and particularly
Mr. OsGooDp, attempted to address the Meeting against the reasoning of Mr. OWEN, but it was
impossible for them to obtaina hearing :—

RESOLUTIONS.

1. That the thoughts and feelings of all men are by thelr organization, or human constitution,
formed for them.

2. That the thoughts and feelings of all men create their will, and that the union of their
thoughts, feelings, and will, in all cases, stimulate to action and form the movral character and con-
duct of every indiyidual.

3. That consequently, it does not belong to the constitution of man, or the original nature of his
constitution, that there can be merit or demerit in the opinions or feelings of a single human being,

4. That to force a belief of an opposite character, or that there is merit or demerit in the indivi-
dnal for his opinions or his feelings, is directly calculated te produce disorder and confusion over
the world ; to engender all manner of crime, and especially to render it impracticable to produce
love and charity among the human race.

'5. That therefore true principles in accordance with human nature, and all nature, are now impe-
ratively demanded to relieve the world from ignorance and crime, and violent feelings of hatred and
anger, threatening to exterminate those who hold opposing opinions in religion and policy.

6. That these principles declare that full and perfect liberty of conscience is the birthright by

nature of every buman being.

7. That consequently moral truth consisis alone in the plain undisguised expressions of our real
thoughts and feelings.

. 8. That moral truths, however, or the conscientions convictions of individuals, and the everlast. -
ing truths of nature, have no necessary connexion with each other, but are now generally opposed
to each other.

9. That this opposition between the moral truth of individuals and the everlasting truths of
nature, necessarily produce an irrational state of hunian existence.

10. That the unavoidable conditivn of this stafe of society is to disorganize all the rational facul-
ties of human nature, and to convert them into wild and discordant imaginations.

11. That,-in consequence, the haman race is, at this moment, over all the earth, involved in '}
‘hnlversal perplexities, contradictions,and feelings divectly hostile to their well-being and happiness.
| 12. That,every where, poverty, or an excess of injurious wealth abounds.—That ignorance and
selfishness form the chiefqualitiesin the character of every individual ; and misery pervades the earth,
i 13. That this is the true state of society, which these fundamental errors have produced in all,
countries deemed the most civilized.

34. That, at this moment, this is the true state of the British Empire.

15. That there is no possibility of changing this lamentable condition of the human race, except

y the discovery of the means by which moral truth, or the conscientious convictions that men are
tow com pelled to receive from their birth, shall be, in every instance, made in full accordance with
I the everlasting truths of nature,
_16. That as moral trath is now in almost every instance directly opposed to all ascertained facts
T real knowle(.lgc, the progress of the knowledge of facts, lately made by scientific men, will now
nable us to unite all moral with all the everlasting truths of nature, and thus, out of mental and
oral chaos, produce mental and moral order and harmony, and thereby obtain and secure, for the
luman race, that genuine charity, pure affection, and permanent happiness which the compara-
vely wise and good, in all ages, have darkly foreseen and foretold, would, at some future period,
the condition of mankind.
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